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Dear Parents

Once again, the school has been a very busy
place in the past fortnight.

SENIOR PUBLIC SPEAKING

This year the standard of presentations was
high and I congratulate all participants.
Special congratulations to Steph Gillahan for
winning, fo runner-up Alex Downes and to
third place-getter Jake Postlethwaite.
Thanks to Mrs. Goode and Miss Swan for
organising the event.

YEAR 7  PARENT
EVENING

Feedback from parents who attended the
night was very positive. Mrs. Leishman
outlined the progress students were making
in the fransition from Primary School. At
this point, transition has been smooth and
the students are fitting in very well
together and into the culture of the School.
Thanks to Mrs Leishman for organising the
evening and to staff who gave up their fime
to attend.

INFORMATION

KEVIN RUDD'S BUILDING THE
EDUCATION REVOLUTION (BER)
GRANTS

We have recently completed a submission to
gain funding for projects under the
guidelines for BER and I will report on the
success of our application in the near future.
Quite significant funding is being made
available so we keep our fingers crossed that
we will gain our fair share.

CULTURAL INTERLUDE

A Polynesian born performer, Bernard
Mangakahia, recently entertained our
students. He provided a wonderful,
enfertaining and informative insight into

Polynesian culture. Bernard is a modern
dancer and his program included an American
Indian Hoop Dance, a Maori Poi Dance, a slap
dance from Samoa, a Hawaiian Hula and a
cool funk-hip hop dance. All students and
staff thought that the performance was
terrific and I thank Mrs Goode for
organising it.

YEAR 9 TIME OUT PROGRAM

The objectives of the year-long program
were discussed at an information night on
Tuesday night, as well as some specific
information given about the first of the big
student undertakings - the Great South-
Western walk. In week ten of Term 1, the
Year 9 students will complete their walk
along the Great South-Western Walk, and
by now the students and fteachers should be
well practiced in carrying packs and hiking. T
hope they have as good an excursion as has
been had in the past - it is something the
past Year 9 students have really enjoyed and
have included in their list of "best camps”.

CALENDAR
March
Fri. 20™ Northern Zone Swimming
Wed. 25™ House Aths Sports & BBQ Lunch
Fri. 27™ Science Show - Cool Chemistry
Sun 29™ to | Year 9 Bush Walk
Fri 3" April
April
Fri. 3 Last Day Term 1 - 2.30pm Finish
Mon 20™ First Day Term 2
Tues 21° Parent-Teacher interview forms
due back at school
Wed 22" Year 7 Immunisations
Thur 23™ Inter School Aths Sports
Mon 27™ Parent-Teacher Interviews




NEW CARPARK

I urge parents to please use the carpark
when dropping of f or picking up students. It
is an excellent facility designed to improve
student safety around the bus zone so
please use it.

PETER PENDLEBURY

Congratulations are extended to Peter who
this month reached thirty years service on
the Watchem School bus run.

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS

Our Annual Meeting was held on Tuesday.
We have several new faces on Council and T
welcome Liz Dunstan, Ngaire Jones, Neale
Postlethwaite and Trevor Whitfield to
Council. Thank you to retiring members, Jim
McEwen and Dale Basset for their positive
contribution over the years.

The Council now comprises:

President - Peter Russell, Vice President -
Judy Wall, Treasurer - David Falla, Principal
- Geoff Rigby, Parent representatives - Liz
Dunstan, Neale Postlethwaite, Jenny Baker
and Kerry Wood, Community members -
Roger  Smith, Ngaire Jones, Staff
Representatives - Tony Cashin, Graeme
Leishman, Raeanne O'Shea and Trevor
Whitfield

At present we have ONE vacancy for a
community member for ONE year. If there
is anyone willing to go on Council, please
contact any school councillor.

Geoff Rigby
Principal

ANNUAL REPORT

The Donald High School Annual Report to
the school community will be available on
the website after 23™ March. A printed
copy of the Report will also be made
available to all parents.

GROUNDS WORKING BEE
This will be held on SUNDAY MARCH 29™
AT 9.00 AM - 12.00 AM

A Sausage Sizzle will be provided at the
end of the working bee.

Tasks: a general clean-up and removal of
garden refuse, as well as demolition of the
cricket nets.

Tools required: Trailers, whipper-snippers,
shovels, blowers, wheel barrows, rakes, chain
saws etc.

Both parents AND students are urged to
attend.

All participants should report to the Canteen
to sign in and a list of jobs will be available.

Enjoy a social half-day and help the
school.

BBQ LUNCH FOR ATHLETIC SPORTS

VCAL students & the Parents' Club will be
providing a barbecue lunch for the
Athletic Sports on March 25™.

PRICES:

Sausages $1.50

2 Sausages $2.00
Hamburgers $2.50

Sausage with Coleslaw $2.00

Hamburger with Coleslaw $3.00
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THE REX THEATRE CHARLTON
Coming Films

21,22 & 24 March : GRAN TORINO

28'29 & 31 March : TRANSPORTER 3




YEAR 7 NEWS

Reports

With just over a fortnight to go until the
first set of reports are sent home,
students are becoming very busy
completing assessment tasks. Students
need to be aware that each assessment
task is contributing towards their first
report, and ultimately their overall year's
grade.

These reports are interim 'tick the box'’
type reports on a single sheet that will
indicate your child's Effort, Behaviour,
Standard  Achieved and Homework
performances for each subject for the
term.  More detailed written reports
are distributed at the end of Term 2 and
at the end of the year. Term 1 reports
will be sent home in the post on
Thursday 2" April to be received on
Friday 3" April by the parents.

Parent/Teacher Interviews

An  affernoon and evening of
Parent/Teacher infterviews will be
conducted on Monday, 27™ April.
Interviews will be arranged once the
forms enclosed with the reports have
been returned to the school. I would
encourage parents to use this
opportunity fo make contact with your
child's teachers and discuss their
progress to this point. Forms must be
returned by Tuesday, 21%" April to
reserve an interview time.

Diaries

With the increase in work load, it is vital
students remain organized and keep
using their diaries. Unfortunately very
few of these diaries are appearing each
Friday being signed by parents. I have

told the students it is their responsibility
to ask parents to sign their diaries.

School Photos
This year's school photos will be taken on
4™ May.

Aths Trials & Sports

Trials were held last Tuesday 17™ March.
The inter-house sports themselves will be
held Wednesday 25™ March.  This is a
good day for parents to come and support
the School and their children. The sports
will run from 9.30 am. - 3.15 pm. The
Parents’ Club & VCAL students will be
offering a BBQ lunch on this day - (see
price list previous page). They run this as
one of their fundraisers, and support
would be appreciated.

Year 7 Immunisations
Immunisations will be on Wednesday 22"
April - (first Wednesday back in Term 2).

Parent Information Night

Thanks to those parents who made the
effort to attend the parent information
night on Wednesday, 11™. I hope the night
was valuable in providing you with
information about the school and your
child’s transition to this point. I felt the
night was very positive and I am pleased to
report the students sftill appear to be
facing their many challenges in a pleasing
fashion. Thanks to those parents who
continue to keep me informed about the
problems and progress of their children.

Importance of Different Subjects

For a small secondary school, we are lucky
to be able to offer a broad curriculum
that we believe develops a wide range of
skills and caters for different areas of
interest. We also believe that our
curriculum is effective at preparing
students for  further study, the
workforce, and life in general. At the



same time, we offer subjects that meet
the Department of Education’s
requirements.

I can fully appreciate that we all have
different likes and dislikes, and therefore
subjects; however, I would encourage all
students and parents fo apply a positive
afttitude to all subjects. It is very
important for each student to try their
best in every subject. By doing well in a
range of areas, you give yourself more
options later on in your school life. I have
witnessed numerous occasions of students
who wished that they had developed skills
in a subject; however, at the time of doing
the subject they didn't view it as relevant
or important.

As parents, please be positive towards all
subjects when you are discussing school,
and encourage students to apply a
maximum effort at all times. Have
confidence in the curriculum we offer.

Important Dates for Term 1

Day/ Subject | Task

Date

Mon Science Earth Hour Poster

23/3 Due

Mon Home Eco | *Test: Intro to

23/3 7B Kitchen

Tues Maths *Test on Factors

24/3 /Multiples/Primes

Tues English "Me by Me" Writing

24/3 Task & Oral Pres

Wed French Oral

25/3

Thurs Science Science Spelling

26/3 Words

Fri 27/3 | Phys Ed. *Test - Skeletal,
7A Muscles

Maths: Maths Mates 6,748 due each Friday.
English: Successful English exercises:

7A: due every Thursday /7B: due every Friday
Spelling tests: 7A & 7B: due Mondays

Kindest regards,

JENNY LEISHMAN,
YEAR 7 CO-ORDINATOR
Home Phone: 5497-1206

Fri. 20/3 | Northern Zone Swimming

Wed.25/3 | House Athletics Sports BBQ Lunch

Thu. 2/4 | Reports posted out

WANTED TO BUY:
2" Hand school dress about size 12 -
Contact School Office.

Fri.3/4 | Last day of Term 1 -2.30 p.m. finish

Important Dates for Term 2

Mon 20/4 | First Day of Term 2

Wed 22/4 | Year 7 Immunisations

Thur 23/4 | Inter-School Athletics Sports
Mon 27/4 | Parent-Teacher Interviews
Mon 4/5 School Photos Taken

Work due over the next fortnight

e Please cut this out and stick it on
your fridge

e Tests are marked with an * asterisk

e Please note that this schedule only
reflects tasks that teachers have set
in advance. Other homework may be
set from day to day.

MIPS TIPS

YEAR 12'S:

If you are planning to study a medical-
related course in 2010, you may need to sit
the Undergraduate Medicine and Health
Sciences Test (UMAT). Some universities
use UMAT results (perhaps in conjunction
with your ENTER and an interview) in
selecting entrants for some courses. Check
with your MIPS Coordinator of Careers
Teacher to find out if your course is on the
list. Even if you're thinking about one of
these courses, it might be a good idea to sit
the test 'just in case. The test is on July
29™ and registrations open in April. More
info at http://umatweb.acer.edu .au



http://umatweb.acer.edu/

AUGUST IS OPEN DAY SEASON

MARK THEM ON YOUR CALENDAY! Open
Days give students in Years 10, 11 & 12
the opportunity to look around a university
or TAFE, suss out accommodation options
and speak with staff and current students
about courses. Most dates have already been
announced to help with your planning:
UNIVERSITY OPEN DAY DATES

Sat 1 | Monash Uni (some campuses open -
Aug TBA)

Sun 2 | Monash Uni (some campuses open -
Aug TBA)

Sun 9™ | Deakin Uni (Geelong); RMIT
Aug Uni/TAFE; Gordon TAFE; Victoria
Uni/TAFE (Footscray)

Sat Holmesglen TAFE

15Th
Aug
Sun Australian Catholic Uni (Melb);
16™ Deakin Uni (Warrnambool); La

Aug Trobe Uni (Bendigo): Swinburne
Uni/TAFE:; Melbourne Uni;
Sunraysia TAFE (Swan Hill)

Sun Box Hill TAFE:. Deakin Uni
23™ (Melb); La Trobe Uni (Albury
Aug /Wodonga)

Sun Australian Catholic Uni (Ballarat);
30™ Ballarat Uni; La Trobe Uni
Aug (Bundoora)

Your School's MIPs Co-ordinator, Lizzie

Wilde, welcomes any queries - no matter how

big or small - and encourages you fo get in

touch on 0429 148 399 or
llen5@bigpond.com

Lizzie Wilde, MIPs Co-ordinator

North Central LLEN

5491-1144

For Sale! Australian Grown, Home
Made, TOMATO SAUCE,

Prices range from $3.50 - $4.00 - $4.50
Produced for a year 11 school project
Purchase via Olivia Borden from school

Thank you for your support enjoy.

LIBRARY NEWS

New Books in our Library

Agatha Christies Death on the Nile adapted by
Francois Riviere

This is a graphic adaptation of the famous crime
classic of Hercule Poirot and threats, accidents
and murder in Egypt.

100 most dangerous things on the planet by
Anna Clabourne

From earthquakes to rattlesnakes this book looks
at the dangers we face every day. Check out the
danger rating and what to do if confronted by
this type of danger.

The 10pm guestion by Kate De Goldi

Ma is the only one taking the anxious 12 year old
Frankie Parsons

questions seriously. But when new friend Sydney
starts asking some questions of her own Franks
anxieties turn to full blown fear.

In ecstasy by Kate McCafrey

Mia and Sophie are childhood friends; each
reveals their feelings and insecurities about
themselves, each other, their families, drugs,
boys, and their experiences.

In Ecstasy illustrates how easily, feens can turn
to the insidious world of drug addiction, date
rape and alcoholism, and why, for many, drugs are
the solution, not the problem.

Creating your eco-friendly gardenby Mary
Horshall and

Good gardens with less water by Kevin Handreck
These are two insightful gardening guides
published by CSIRO that have great ideas on how
to establish and maintain gardens in our dry
environment.

Scholastic Book Club
Easter Book Club clearance, all orders to be
returned to Mrs Russell by 27th March 2009

Donald Hockey Club Training
Junior Training will commence Thursday,
26th March at the Donald Tennis Courts.
Junior A (Under 13) @ 4:00pm.

Coach: Kathy Hose

Underage (Under 16 Girls, Under 15 Boys) @
4:30pm. Coach: Lynne Walsh

Minkey training times to be advised.

Coach: Cherry Pearce


mailto:llen5@bigpond.com

ENERGY BREAKTHROUGH
Energy Breakthrough Update

The RACV Energy BreakthroughTeam would
like to say a HUGE thank you to all feachers
and students that came to school wearing
green on our Green Day. It was nice to see
the school in colour! Also, thank you to those
that bought our refreshing green jelly.

Team News
Our team now has an official name:-
"The Donald Dux”
Our car arrived on Tuesday so we can start
work on it soon!
Sarah Postlethwaite & Cassie Taylor

Photo of the Donald High School car. In the
car Darcy O'Shea. Other students Brittany
Egan, Celeste O'Shannessy, Kelly Sheather,
Rebecca Postlethwaite, Jenna Allen, Sarah
Postlethwaite and Jaron Dunstan.

2009 Senior
Competition

Friday March 6, eight volunteers, two
adjudicators and a room full of eager
listeners: our Senior Public Speaking
Competition for 2009 proved to be a
successful and entertaining afternoon. The
competition this year involved three Year 12
students - Melinda McEwen (Soccer versus
AFL), Stephanie Gillahan (Tazers) and Ryan
Leeder (Sport in a small community) and five
Year 11 students - Alex Downes (Organ
Donation), Tim  Gillahan (Australian
Stereotypes), Jake Postlethwaite (Whaling -
a different perspective), Zack May
(Beggars) and Alice Rooney (Technology). For
the first time in many years there was an
even number of male and female
participants. It is pleasing to now see boys
competing successfully in the Public
Speaking Competition, after many years of
girls dominating the competition numbers.

Public Speaking

The fopics were varied, some serious, some
humorous, but all were well prepared and
passionate. We even had some sibling rivalry
with the Gillahans vying for speech making
supremacy. Our competent adjudicators for
the afternoon were Annette Gilmour and
Mary Herben, and we thank them for their
contribution and valued input.

Competition was close, but eventually the
2009 Senior Public Speaking winner was
Stephanie Gillahan. Second prize was
awarded to Alex Downes, third to Alice
Rooney with fourth being presented to Jake
Postlethwaite. ~ Congratulations to  all
participants, as we know that it can be
daunting task to speak in front of peers.
Thanks also, because these students were
prepared fo ‘have a go'.

SCIENCE NEWsS

Ecolinc Excursion:

As part of the VYear 12 Chemistry
assessment 6 students attended a full day
program at Ecolinc. Students used the
Atomic  Absorption  Spectrophotometer
(AAS) to measure the concentration of
calcium in different milks. They also used an
UV-Visible Spectrophotometer to calculate
the concentration of protein in different
milks. The last instrument, an Infrared
Spectrophotometer, has only recently been
purchased by Ecolinc. Students used this
machine to observe the structure of
different chemicals in milk, eg. fats &
sugars.

Ecolinc Student Report:

On the 10™ of March, Year 12 Chemistry
students travelled to Ecolinc to work with a
variety of expensive apparatus such as AAS,
Infrared and UV-Vis. We found it
interesting because we have not had the
opportunity to use these instruments at
Donald High School. It was a privilege to be
able to use them and it has broadened our
knowledge of how they work. This day
contributed to our major SAC for the year.




Overall we had heaps of fun!

Thanks to Miss O'Brien for taking us down,
Sophie for teaching us how fo use the
apparatus and the McConville family for
lending us their car.

Blair & Hannah on behalf of Year 12 Chem.

Year 12 Chem students at Ecolinc (Melinda,
Hannah, Tarli, Blair, Jim & Stephan)

Hannah watches on while Blair filters her
Milk solution.

Jim concentrates while adding water up to
the calibration line.

Scilence Club
The students, especially the Year 7's have
been thoroughly enjoying their Scienceclub
meetings and my Year 9 leaders are doing a
fantastic job.

On Wednesday 4™ students were able to
produce their own exploding Volcanoes. A
short discussion on acids and bases was
conducted and how the students could make
their own volcanoes at home.

Volcanoes at Home!
What you will need to do:

Grab an empty soft drink bottle (small). To
the bottle add 5 teaspoons of bi-carbonate
soda. In a cup add about 50 mls of vinegar,
food colouring, and a couple of drops of
detergent. This is when you should head
OUTSIDE! Add the cup containing the
vinegar etc to the soft drink bottle
containing the bicarbonate soda. Ensure the
soft drink bottle is on a flat surface before
you add the cup of vinegar mixture.
ENJOVY!
Miss O'Brien
Science Coordinator

60 Earth Hour - Year 7

Year 7 students will be designing a 60 Earth
Hour poster in their Science classes. These
will be displayed in local businesses around
Donald, to spread the word. Students will
also be writing a letter to a relative or
friend to spread the word about Earth Hour.
Donald High School will descend into
darkness on Friday 27™ March by turning
off all unnecessary lights in classrooms for
the whole day.

If you would like to do your own bit and want
to know more, visit the website:
www.earthhour.org

60 Earth Hour Cupcakes

Once again I would like to promote this event by offering a cupcake to all students
at Donald High School. I am asking for parents (especially of Year 7) and students
to support the promotion of this event by making enough cupcakes for 160
students. As of this newsletter I have had only 1 parent reply.

I, would like to make a batch (24) of
cupcakes to support Earth Hour. Could all cupcakes made be donated to the School
on Wednesday 25™ or Thursday 26™ of March.

Thank-you for your generosity!
Sarah O'Brien, Science Coordinator


http://www.earthhour.org/

SCIENCE COMPETITION 2009

A reminder to any students who are interested in participating in, but have not already paid for
the Science competition, that it is being held on Wednesday 10™ June. The entry fee is $6.00.
This competition is a good way for students to test their skills in an externally assessed task. It
provides students with more experience in analysing and interpreting information under test
conditions. This is achieved by answering 45 multiple choice questions in a supervised one-hour
session. The cost of $6.00 for the competition covers the printing of the booklets, correction of
the answer sheets and the provision of certificates and feedback to all participants.

Certificates are awarded to each Year Level as follows:

High Distinction - the top 1% of entrants in the state

Distinction - the next 10% of entrants in the state

Credit - the next 20% of entrants in the state.

If your child is interested, could you please fill out the form below and send it along with the
money in an envelope by Thursday 7™ May.

My child(ren)

(please print)
would like to participate in the University of N.5.W Science Competition to be held on

Wednesday 10™ June. Please find enclosed the entry fee of $6.00

Signature:

WORK(

Limited WORKCO Apprenticeship and
67 Woods Street, Traineeship Vacancies

DONALD. 3480
Ph. 5497-1821

Job Title Town Contact Closing Date
Certificate III in Retail Stawell Asha Hitchens | ASAP
Traineeship

Apprentice Concreter Donald Kate Clark 27/03/2009
1%t or 2" Year Apprentice Melbourne (Moonee Deena 20/03/2009
Bricklayer Ponds) Sleiman




sportslink.org.au

Wimmera Regional Sports Assembly
In association with Regional Sports Network Victoria Inc.

Announce the new sportslink.org.au website is coming in 2009!

Incorporating the existing Wimmera Online Physical Activity Directory

Sportslink is a communication tool your club can’t afford to be without, an essential promotional and
development resource accessible to all clubs, and best of all it's absolutely FREE.

The new sportslink website will be launched in April 2009 and will include club webpage
functionality and new interactive resources which will allow your club access to the latest
industry developmental tools and programs.

Clubs and community groups are often telling us that they find it hard to market their activities
to the broader community and also have limited time to find the sort of support they need to keep
groups operating to their full potential.

We believe that www.sportslink.org.au/wimmera can assist in alleviating these issues.
The Sports Assembly invites clubs to come and meet Sports Assembly staff and register their details
anytime between 9am and 5pm at the Sports Assembly offices, 50c Pynsent St, Horsham OR come
and have coffee and cake with staff at any of the Shire launches:- Register to go in the running for an
Athletes Foot voucher and sports bag!

TUESDAY APRIL 7 Stawell Leisure Complex 3.30 - 6.30pm
TUESDAY APRIL 14 Warracknabeal-Yarriambiack 3.30-6.30pm
Shire Council
TUESDAY APRIL 21 Nhill - Hindmarsh Shire 3.30-6.30pm

Council
TUESDAY APRIL 28 Edenhope Business Centre 3.30 - 6.30pm
Wimmera Regional Sports Assembly
(03) 5382 4599 _II

WIMMERA Primary Care
“ J Partnership

REGIONAL

SPORTS |PaYtV\,CYS LV\, HﬁaLtW

ASSEMBLY

Cool Chemistry Show
Friday 27™ March

Years 7, 8 & 10

The CSIRO will be conducting their 'Cool Chemistry' shows on Friday 27™ March for
Donald High School students in Year 7, 8 & 10. It is compulsory for students in these
year levels fo afttend the program. It is an interactive show and some of the
demonstrations will be:

© Hydrogen and Fireworks

© Dry Ice and Indicators

© Chemical Luminescence, and many more.

9



http://www.sportslink.org.au/wimmera

Over the years the students have thoroughly enjoyed the Science Roadshows that come
to the High School and this should be no exception.

The Science Department has donated some money towards lowering the cost for
students. We ask that all students in Year 7, 8 and 10 pay $8.00 to cover the cost of
the performance. If you have any issues or queries please feel free to contact Miss
O'Brien or Ms Perkal at the School.

Cool Chemistry

Student's Name/s:

Cost: $8.00 per student:- total payment

Please return form with payment to Miss O'Brien or the Office by Monday 23™March.

Donald Community Pool Movie Night
Fun and Games for all; Music by DISCO Gold

Feature Screening: Wall E
FI'GG BBQ FREE entry Bring fo] dech chair
When: Friday 20" March

Where: Donald Pool
Time: 6:00pm 0 10:30pm
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