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IMPORTANT DATES 

Meyer Takes Swimming Title!  
On Wednesday the 3

rd
 February, the Donald High 

School Swimming Sports were once again held 
under perfect conditions for both swimmers and 
spectators.  
 

Students throughout the day were eager to put in 
their best efforts in the pool for their annual Inter-
house Swimming Sports, making for some excit-
ing viewing and keen competition. 
 

This year’s competition saw Meyer crowned vic-
tors with a total of 513 points, Banyenong second 
with 482 points and Jeffcott third with 407 points. 
Mrs Carolyn Edwards (nee Coats) was on hand 
to present the Coats shield to Meyer house cap-
tains Shannon McMillan and Hayden Geddes.  
Results on page 3. 

 February 

Wed 17 Fit2Drive Yr 11/11 VCAL - 
Postponed-TBA 

Wed 17 Yr 9 Bushwalk Info night- 
Postponed-TBA 

Mon 22 NCD Swimming Sports 

Tues 23 SRC Inductions 

Feb24-26 Yr 7 Camp-Boort 

Thur 25 Youth of the Year 

 March 

Wed 3 Yr 7 & 10 Immunisations 
Return forms ASAP 

Wed 3 Yr 7 Parent Info night 

Thur 4 NCD Triathlon 

Mon 8 Labour Day Holiday 

Thur 18 LMR Swimming 

22-26 Yr 9 Grampians Bushwalk Camp 

Thur April 1 End of Term 1 



2 

 
From The Principal 

 
SCHOOL VALUES 
Respect, Responsibility, Resilience, Learning  
Staff, students and parents are encouraged to ensure we all operate and conduct our 
business at school according to these 4 values that were established by our school com-
munity. 

STAGE 4 COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS END 11.59pm TONIGHT WEDNESDAY 17 FEB 

BREAKING ANNOUNCEMENT: The most recent announcement at 10.30am today 
from the Premier has stated that the restrictions will be lifted from midnight tonight 
(Wednesday 17

th
 February), but masks must still be worn inside and outside if people are 

unable to physically distance (1.5m away) from others. We all need to continue to act re-
sponsibly under these new ‘Covid normal’ guidelines for everyone’s safety and protec-
tion. 

As a result of this decision, all schools will be operating as normal from tomorrow 
(Thursday 18th February 2021). All students and staff are expected to be at school 
for learning / work tomorrow.  
 

A reminder to all students, staff and parents that you must wear a mask when inside or 
outside, keep your distance from others and hand sanitise regularly when at school and 
that broad brimmed hats are to be worn when outside please. 

 

SCHOOL CAPTAINS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
On Friday 5

th
 February, seven (7) of our Year 12 VCE students delivered fantastic leader-

ship speeches to pledge their intentions to be one of the 2021 School Captains. After the 
speeches, students and staff voted on their preferred leaders for this year and I am 
pleased to inform you that the following students have been voted in as School Captains 
and Vice Captains or 2021:  
School Captains: Beau Griffiths and Shannon McMillan 
Vice-Captains: Nathan Donnellon and Simonnette Labiran 
Congratulations to all of these students and to Kiahn Chapman, Shae Coats and Mon-
tanna Sullivan who will also be great student leaders as part of our school SRC. 
 
VISITORS ON-SITE 
Parents and visitors are welcome to come to school, but are asked to adhere to the nec-
essary precautions and protocols if they do come on-site please. If staying for any length 
of time (longer than 5 minutes), please sign in and out of our visitors book for contact 
tracing and OH&S purposes.  
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL NOMINATIONS 
Please note that we have 4 vacancies on School Council for 2021. These positions in-
clude the following, and are due to the 2-year tenure of positions expiring: 
 

 2 x Parent representative positions; and 2 x DET Staff representative positions. 
 

Nomination forms can be obtained from myself or the General Office and can be lodged 
up until 4pm on Friday 26

th
 February 2021. If required, voting will take place up until 4pm 

Friday 5
th
 March 2021. 

Paul Aikman 

Principal 
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 DHS Swimming Sports-  from page 1 

There was one record broken for the day in the 17 yr girls 66m freestyle, with Grace 
Leeder (48.34) beating the previous record, held by Alyssa Allan (48.92) from 2007. 
 

A huge thank you must go to all the House Captains and Vice Captains this year for 
their excellent organisational skills and encouragement.  
 

It was great to see a number of students competing in many events, including some 
they weren’t confident with, but competed to ensure extra points for their house. The 
spirit and attitude of these people is to be commended. It was great to see nearly the 
whole school line the edges of the pool for the relay events to show their support.   
 

 The age group champions (pictured below) were as follows: 
12/13 YRS:  Addison Funcke and Ethan Clapham 
14 YRS:         Toni Jones and Charlie Frank 
15 YRS:         Johanna Griffiths and Brady Griffiths 
16 YRS:         Ebony Frank and William Burke 
17 YRS:         Grace Leeder and Brannon Walker 
OPEN:         Shae Coats and Beau Griffiths 

  
As always the students of Donald High School must be commended for their partici-
pation and school spirit. Another sincere thank you must go to the parents who volun-
teered their time to assist on the day and cheer for all students. There were many staff 
who helped make this day an enjoyable occasion for all and they too deserve a thank 
you. Special thanks to the VCAL students for manning the BBQ and providing food 
for the hungry hordes. A great day in every regard.  
 

Mr Jacob Werts 
Sports Co-ordinator 
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DHS Sports 
 

Fun In  
The Sun 
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This Week In The Library 

 

PLAN International 
For the last 10 years the students and staff at Donald High School have 
offered sponsorship support to Roshni Brij  Bhusan Pandey in India. 
Roshni is now 18 years of age and a successful graduate from PLAN In-
ternational’s sponsorship program.  Thank you to all who have helped 
raise money and through the SRC, have contributed to this sponsorship. 
 
There are still many children that need support and PLAN have assigned 
our support to another child, Loy, a six-year-old boy who lives with his 
family in Cambodia.  Through the support of Plan, schools are being 
built, equipped, staff trained and parent groups are set up to help families 

understand how to grow and cook healthy affordable food. 

New Books In the Library 

Hope in a Ballet Shoe by Michaela & Elaine DePrince 
A beautiful autobiography of 17-year-old Michaela De Prince. From growing 
up in war torn Sierra Leone to the international stage, we follow the dream of 
this young child from a world of brutality to grace. 

The Girl who Fell by Violet Grace 
Chess grew up an orphan, in foster care homes that turned out very badly. 
Now on her 16

th
 birthday she finds out who her parents were and what is re-

quired from her. 
 
Thrown into a new world where nothing is at it seems, Chess must work out 
who to trust as vying forces race to control her. Or kill her.  

 
The Rift by Rachael Craw 
In this world of magical realism, Cal West an Apprentice Ranger and Meg Arch-
er, daughter of the Master Ranger, are challenged to save their island and the 
Old Herd from the horrors released by the Rift. A book full of action and a little 
romance too. 

 
Rhonda Russell 

Librarian 

School SMS For Attendance Notification 
Donald High School will shortly be moving to an automated SMS messaging 
system. If your child is marked absent at morning form assembly, an SMS will 
automatically be sent to one or both parents/guardians. If you receive one of 
these messages, please contact the school to advise of your child’s absence. 
 
Parents/guardians are asked to notify the school first thing in the morning if 
they know their child will be absent for any reason. 
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 Year 7 News, 2021 
 

Boort Camp 
At the time of printing, the annual Year 7 Boort 
Transition camp is expected to go ahead. Howev-
er, this will be dependant on the government’s de-
cision regarding remote and flexible learning. The 
camp will take place next week, Wednesday Feb-
ruary 24 to Friday 26. I will be having several infor-
mation sessions going over camp details, organis-
ing tents and explaining packing lists. Some camp 
paperwork and payments have still not been re-
ceived, so can parents please ensure that this is 
finalised by the end of this week. I hope that stu-
dents are beginning to get excited about this camp 
because it is a great experience for everyone in-
volved. 
 
School Uniform 
I would just like to clear up some issues related to 
school uniform. I need to remind everyone that a 
navy broad-brimmed hat is required. Also, socks 
should be grey, black or white with preferably no 
large logos with any additional colouring. Shoes 
should be sturdy, fully black School Council ap-
proved school shoes (no coloured soles, stripes or 
identification labels). Lastly, girls should be wear-
ing navy blue walk shorts with no stripes and a 
minimum of mid-thigh length, not sports shorts. 
 
Homework, Study and Diaries  
You have probably already noticed the increased 
demands of homework compared to Primary 
School. Some parents are unsure about how much 
help to give their children with homework. In my 
view, you cannot help them too much. Short of ac-
tually writing their work for them, I would like you to 
give your Year 7 children at this stage of the year 
as much help as you have the time to give.  
 
Try to get your child into a structured routine to 
complete homework. I think this is a good habit to 
get into, for example 6-6.30pm every day.  
 
I will be checking diaries each week and would ask 
parents to co-sign their child’s diary each week. I 
know it’s easily forgotten, but you will get into the 
habit of it. Of course there is no point signing it 
without having a good look first. If little has been 
recorded for a week, you should ask your child 
why.  
 
There should be English and Maths every week 
and usually some Science. This is a simple way of 
us both keeping an eye on the amount of work the 
Year 7 students are doing, and helping them in 
their organisation. It is also a good way of keeping 
in contact with the school. Some parents leave 

messages for me in the diary. If needed, I will also 
use the diary for communication with parents. 
 
Books left at School?  
Kids often get home and realise they have left ma-
terial at school that is needed for that night’s 
homework. If this happens, don’t panic! The 
School building is open until at least 5.00 p.m., and 
if the mistake is discovered later than this, or over 
a weekend, I can be contacted at home and will 
open the School for you. This last solution should 
be used for emergencies only please.  
 
S.R.C. Elections  
Last week, Ethan Clapham and Baxter Donnellon 
were voted in by the senior school executive of the 
SRC as Year 7 representatives for 2021. They will 
be officially inducted at a Ceremony to be held, 
hopefully, next Tuesday, Feb 23. I am sure they 
will do a great job representing the Year 7 students 
on the S.R.C.  
 
Year 7 Age group Swimming Champion 
Congratulations to Ethan who was the Yr 7 age 
group champion at the annual swimming sports. 
Well done Ethan. 
 
Year 7 Parent BBQ and Information Evening  
Early each year we hold a BBQ and Information 
Evening/Get-Together to enable Year 7 parents 
and teachers to meet each other before the year is 
too old. I will try to ensure all of your child’s teach-
ers are at this evening, so that you can introduce 
yourselves. The date set down for this year’s 
meeting is Wednesday, March 3. A letter will go 
home shortly with details. 
 
Below are current subject and homework require-
ments. 

 

 
Karyn Goode Yr 7 Co-ordinator 

Home ph: 54971668   
Karyn.Goode@education.vic.gov.au 

 Year 7 Homework 

Maths Maths Mates: Friday-now an elec-
tronic version 

English Skillworks homework and spelling 
test Tuesday.  
Reading: 100 minutes per week. 
Parents to sign reading log each 
week.

Geography Water uses booklet due Friday Feb 
19
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Career Pathways Program 

 
Sue Clay from the North Central LLEN, is Donald High 
School’s Individual Career Pathways Coordinator. Sue 
is a qualified Career Development Practitioner who vis-

its the College approximately 5-6 full days each term 
and is available for Career Development appointments 

with all Students in Years 9-12.  
 

During these Career appointments Students discuss 
Subject selection, Personal Strengths, Abilities and 

Interests, Goal Setting, Career interests, Work Experi-
ence opportunities etc.  

 

Each student has a Career Pathways Plan that is up-
dated after each appointment, and these reports are 
available to the Students & their Parents/Guardians.  

 

Students are expected to see Sue on regular occa-
sions throughout Years 10-12. 

Appointments are organised via Mr Stuart Potter. 
www.ncllen.org.au/careers-education-partnership.html 

GIRL POWER IN ENGINEERING & IT:  

 
 

Year 9 & 10 Girls do you want to be inspired about the 
exciting possibilities of engineering and IT through the 
University of Melbourne Girl Power program? 
 

The program nurtures students from Year 9 right 
through to their completion of Year 12 with exciting op-
portunities to build their skills and meet likeminded stu-
dents. Year 9 students will enjoy a three-night camp at 
the University of Melbourne (2020 July School Holi-
days). Followed by work experience in Year 10 and 
mentoring opportunities during Year 11 and 12.  
 

“In light of the COVID-19 situation the 2020 Girl Power 
was postponed to 4 July 2021. Applications for this 

camp are still open for students who were in year 9 in 
2020. This camp will run for 5 nights and will end on 

Friday 9 July. There will be an additional camp for stu-
dents in year 9 in 2021 that will start at the same time 
Sunday 4 July but will end on Wednesday 7 July 2021. 
Applications for both the year 9 and year 10 camps are 

via the same link”. 
 

The Application deadline has been extended to March 
2021. 

For further information visit: 
https://eng.unimelb.edu.au/engage/schools/girl-power-

in-stem 

CAREERS AND PATHWAYS 

YEAR 10 VIRUTAL HEALTH WORK 
 EXPERIENCE – MONASH UNIVERSITY 

 

 
 

Following the success of their 2020 online program, 
Monash University is bringing back their virtual Hands on 

Health work experience program for 2021. 
 If you’re interested in health, this is a great insight to 

learn all about health careers and pathways to get you 
there. 

 Applications for Terms 1 and 2 are open now until Friday 
19 February, For further information visit: 

www.monash.edu/medicine/handsonhealth/the-program/
virtual-work-experience 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Science Experience is a fun 3 or 4 days of science 
activities designed for Year 9 and 10 students. Each pro-
gram is designed to provide students who have an in-
terest in science with an opportunity to engage in a 
wide range of fascinating science activities under the 
guidance of scientists who love their work. 
 

The program takes place in over thirty-five universities 
and tertiary institutions, within many different laborato-
ries and lecture theatres (many are held during school 
holiday periods). Participants perform experiments in 
the laboratories, meet and hear senior lecturers in the 
lecture theatres, attend site visits and walk around and 
experience what it is like to be on the campus of a uni-
versity or tertiary institution. 
 

The program also provides information about further 
studies in science, technology and engineering. It high-
lights the wide range of careers that allow students to 
pursue their interest and abilities in the sciences. 
 

For further information including location and dates 
please visit: 

www.scienceexperience.com.au/about-the-program 

 
 
 

Career bullseyes 
You can now start exploring different career pathways by 

selecting a subject/learning area you enjoy. 
Visit: 

https://myfuture.edu.au/bullseyes 

Sue Clay  
Careers and Pathways 
Email: s.clay@ncllen.org.au 

http://www.ncllen.org.au/careers-education-partnership.html
https://eng.unimelb.edu.au/engage/schools/girl-power-in-stem
https://eng.unimelb.edu.au/engage/schools/girl-power-in-stem
http://www.monash.edu/medicine/handsonhealth/the-program/virtual-work-experience
http://www.monash.edu/medicine/handsonhealth/the-program/virtual-work-experience
http://www.scienceexperience.com.au/about-the-program
https://myfuture.edu.au/bullseyes
mailto:s.clay@ncllen.org.au
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School Council Elections 
 

Each year, a number of parent, community and DET employee terms expire on School Council.  
The Council is made up of 15 members: 
 6 parent representatives 
 5 DET employees including the Principal 
 4 community representatives 
 
This year we require nominations for: 
           2 parent positions  

2 DET employee positions 
2 Student positions 

 
Please see Schedule 4 below, concerning the Notice to call an election and call for nominations 
for School Council. 
 
Schedule 4: Notice of Election and Call for  Nominations  
 
An election is to be conducted for members of the School Council of  Donald High School  
 
Nomination forms may be obtained from the school and must be lodged by 4.00 pm on Fri-
day, February 26, 2021 
 
A ballot (if needed) will close at 4.00 pm on   Friday, March 5, 2021 
 
Following the closing of nominations a list of the nominations received will be posted at the 
school. The terms of office, membership categories and number of positions in each membership 
category open for election are as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If the number of nominations is less than the number of vacancies, a notice to that effect and call-
ing for further nominations will be posted in a prominent position at the school. 
 

Mr Paul Aikman 
Principal 

MEMBERSHIP 
CATEGORY 

TERM OF OFFICE 
NUMBER OF  
POSITIONS 

Parent Member 

From the day after the date of the declara-
tion of the poll in 2021 to and inclusive of 
the date of the declaration of the poll  in 
2023 

2 

DET Employee 

From the day after the date of the declara-
tion of the poll in 2021 to and inclusive of 
the date of the declaration of the poll  in 
2023 

2 

Student Member 2021 School Year 2 
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Stand up.  

Look out for others. 

BULLYING. 
What would you 

say? 

 

Your value  

is not  

determined  

by others. 

You’re not alone.  
Things will always 

get better. 

 

Don’t give up.  

It’s okay to  

ask for help. 
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Important Reminder 
Please be aware that wide-brimmed hats must be worn while 
you are out in the school yard, and remember to apply sun-
screen regularly. 

CSEF Funding 
 

Do You Have A  
 Health Care Card? 

 

Applications Must Be In By 
Friday June 25 to enable time 
for processing. 
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