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IMPORTANT DATES 

2021 Leadership Inductions 
       -from Miss Julie Bond 

 
Donald High School celebrat-
ed the induction of their new 
student leaders on Tuesday 
23

rd
 February. This was our 

first official ‘in person’ whole 
school celebration in 12 
months! The last formal occa-
sion was the 2020 Induction 
Day, almost 12 months ago to 
the day. 
 
2021 School Captains, Beau 
Griffiths and Shannon McMil-
lan are pictured signing the 55 
year old investiture book with 
2020 School Captain and Dux 
Chloe Frank. 
 
A further report and photos 
are on pages 4 and 5. 

 March 

Thur 4 NCD Triathlon 

Mon 8 Labour Day Holiday 

Wed 10 Fit2Drive 
Yr 7 Parent Info Night 

Thur 18 LMR Swimming 

22-26 Yr 9 Grampians Bushwalk Camp 

 April 

Thur  1 End of Term 1 

School SMS For  
Non-Attendance Notification 

Donald High School will shortly be moving 
to an automated SMS messaging system. 

If your child is marked absent at 
morning form assembly, an SMS 
will automatically be sent to one 
or both parents/guardians. If you 
receive one of these messages, 
please contact the school to ad-
vise of your child’s absence. 
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From The Principal 

 
SCHOOL VALUES 
Respect, Responsibility, Resilience, Learning  
Staff, students and parents are encouraged to ensure we all operate and conduct our 
business at school according to these 4 values that were established by our school com-
munity. 

 

 REDUCTION OF COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS   

Please note the following adjustments to restrictions for all Victorian schools from 
11.59pm on Friday 26

th
 February 2021: 

* Masks do not need to be worn inside or outside where people are able to physi-
cally distance (1.5m away) from others. Masks should be carried in people’s pock-
ets to be worn in cases where they cannot physically distance themselves from 
others (inside or outside). This is not mandatory, but it is recommended. 
 * Covid-safe routine cleaning will continue to take place, enhanced hand hygiene 
facilities will continue, enhanced ventilation in rooms and corridors will occur and 
the community can use the school’s playground equipment. 
 
A reminder to all students, staff and parents that you must keep your distance 
from others and hand sanitise regularly when at school and that broad brimmed 
hats are to be worn when outside please. 
 
STUDENT LEADERS INDUCTION CEREMONY 
On Tuesday 23

rd
 February, all of our student leaders throughout the school were recog-

nised and officially inducted into their roles as a School Captain or Vice-Captain, House 
Captain or Vice-Captain or SRC Leader. We welcomed back our 2020 Female School 
Captain and Dux of the School, Chloe Frank, as a guest speaker and presenter of lead-
ership badges to our new leaders. Chloe spoke of her time at Donald High School and of 
the support given to her in achieving her excellent ATAR score of 96.35. Chloe also offi-
cially led the new School Captains, Beau Griffiths and Shannon McMillan, through their 
pledge as new School leaders. 
 
Congratulations to all of our new leaders this year and thank you to Chloe for attending 
and playing a significant role in the induction ceremony. 
 
YEAR 7 CAMP TO BOORT LAKE 
The Year 7 students attended their camp to Boort Lake from Wednesday 24

th
 February – 

Friday 26
th
 February. I was fortunate enough to attend the camp with the students along 

with Mr. Poole, Mrs. Sheridan, Mrs. Goode and Mrs. Walker. The students were actively 
involved in a variety of activities throughout the camp including knee boarding, water ski-
ing, team initiative games, ten pin bowling, mini golf, laser force, roller blading and a cul-
tural walk around the lake.  
 
The students were very well behaved and respectful on the camp, and I personally re-
ceived some very positive feedback from other campers at Boort Lake about the group. 
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Thank you to Adam & Kath Campbell and Jason Rice for organising and driving their boat 
on the Wednesday for the knee boarding and water skiing for the students. Thank you al-
so to Aaron Schofield, Hayden Geddes and Jonty Funcke (3 VCAL boys) for their assis-
tance in setting up the camp and running activities with the Year 7 students on Wednes-
day afternoon. Finally, a big thank you to all of the staff that I have already mentioned for 
their running of the camp and to Mrs. Goode for her organisation of the camp. 
 

RECENT VANDALISM AT SCHOOL 
It is disappointing to inform the school community that we have had some recent vandal-
ism occurring on a regular basis throughout the school in a few different areas after 
hours. 
 
Over the past 6 weeks, we have had the school buildings egged, bins and rubbish tipped 
over in the service road at the rear of the property and our 2 copper brolga birds pushed 
over in the centre courtyard. The brolgas, crafted by Donal Molloy-Drum, are very historic 
and hold a lot of sentimental and physical value as they were made as part of an Art 
class that long serving staff member Dulcie Loats was involved in. This behaviour is very 
disappointing and annoying as well as being absolutely disrespectful to our new school 
environment.  
 
We are pleading with all members of the community to please keep an eye out for people 
coming onto the school grounds and vandalising the property. Please come forward and 
inform the school and/or the Donald Police if you have any further information about any 
of these incidents or future incidents. Your cooperation in attending to this matter when 
and where possible, is much appreciated. 
 
VISITORS ON-SITE 
Parents and visitors are welcome to come to school, but are asked to adhere to the 
necessary precautions and protocols if they do come on-site please. If staying for 
any length of time (longer than 5 minutes), please sign in and out of our visitors 
book for contact tracing and OH&S purposes.  
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP 
Please note that due to the nominations not exceeding the available positions on School 
Council, and therefore not needing to conduct a vote by ballot, we have re-appointed 1 of 
our Parent representatives on School Council to a new 2-year tenured position and 2 x 
DET Staff representatives to new 2-year tenured positions. 
 
Judy Chapman was re-appointed as 1 of our Parent representatives on School Council, 
whilst Tony Cashin and Julie Bond were re-appointed as 2 of our DET Staff representa-
tives on School Council. Thank you and congratulations to Judy, Tony & Julie!! 
 
There is still 1 Parent representative position remaining on School Council to be filled. 
Any parent interested in this position can contact me at the school please. 
 

 

Paul Aikman 
Principal 

 
 



2021 Leadership Inductions cont. 
The school celebrated the achievements of students from both last year and this year, with some out-
standing accomplishments being recognised. Miss Julie Bond welcomed students, staff, parents and 
families along to the celebration before Principal Paul Aikman discussed the idea of leadership not simp-
ly being ‘the boss’, but instead leading by example, fairness and caring for those around you. He men-
tioned great leaders from recent history, such as Barack Obama and Mahatma Gandhi, and their suc-
cesses as leaders before acknowledging the achievements of the 2020 Year 12 cohort and in particular 
Dux Chloe Frank’s outstanding results. 
 
Chloe then spoke to the students, offering pearls of wisdom to VCE students and humbly thanked her 
teachers and family for the support she was given throughout her 13 years of formal education. Chloe is 
taking a gap year this year, while considering which area of the medical field she would like to study in 
the future. 
 
Following the formal speeches, our house captains were presented with their badges and signed the in-
vestiture book, which the students were interested to see holds the signatures of the school leaders 
since 1966: 55 years of Donald High School’s history in one book! 
 

The house captains for 2021 are: 
Banyenong: Shae Coats & Beau Griffiths 
Vices: Montanna Sullivan & Nathan Donnellon   
 
Myer: Shannon McMillan & Hayden Geddes  
Vices: Simonnette Labiran & Simon Morgan 
 
Jeffcott: Kiara Cameron & Taylm Phelan 
Vices: Isabella Forrest, Sim Singh, Daniel Slater & Connor Clark -Mills 
 
A special sporting award was also announced at our induction ceremony this 
year. Throughout 2020 School Sports Victoria encouraged school communities 
to nominate students for a sporting and academic achievement award. Donald 
High School was very pleased to announce Claudia Griffiths as the recipient of 
this very prestigious award! The CEO of School Sports Victoria said she was 
“overwhelmed by Claudia’s dedication to sport and enthusiasm for learning”. 
Huge congratulations to Claudia on this achievement! 
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2021 Leadership Inductions cont. 

Finally, our Student Representative Council were inducted and received their badges before 2021 
School Captains Beau Griffiths and Shannon McMillan made the school pledge and delivered their own 
speech to the school community. They spoke fluently, discussing their hope and plans for the year with 
the SRC. 
 

Our SRC representatives for 2021 are: 
 

Year 7: Ethan Clapham & Baxter Donnellon 
Year 8: Laila Reilly & Curtis Rice 
Year 9: Jacob Donnellon & Johanna Griffiths   
Year 10: Alexa Cameron & Arli Geddes 
Year 11: Kiara Cameron, Claudia Griffiths & Amelia Leith  
VCAL: Raylee Campbell & Tom Reekie 
Year 12: Kiahn Chapman, Shae Coats & Montanna Sullivan  
Vice presidents: Simonnette Labiran & Nathan Donnellon 
Presidents: Shannon McMillan & Beau Griffiths  
 
Donald High School once again congratulates all students who have been willing to take on positions of 
responsibility this year. We hope that these students will build upon their leadership skills and one day 
become leaders within the Donald community, whether that’s within workplaces, sporting clubs or volun-
teering. 
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DHS Takes 3rd Place In Interschool Swimming  

 

On Monday, February 22nd,  Donald High School took 36 swimmers to St Arnaud to 
compete in the annual North Central District interschool swimming carnival, which was 
once again held in perfect, sunny conditions. 
 

There were many courageous performances on the day, with several 
students filling in for events above and beyond their age group. Our 
relay swimmers performed particularly well, with many of the teams 
finishing in second or third place. Well done to Grace Leeder who fin-
ished 1

st 
 in the 17 yrs 50m Girls Breastroke and can now go on to 

compete in the Loddon Mallee Region on Thursday March 18th in 
Swan Hill. 
  
Congratulations must also be awarded to Grace Leeder for winning 
the age group championship medal for the under 17 years girls.  
 

Special mention must go to the following students who competed in 
multiple events and received a podium finish: Brady Griffiths, Grace 
Leeder, Claudia Griffiths, Hayden Geddes, Bella Forrest, William 
Burke, Rory Godkin, Toni Jones, Laila Reilly, Scarlett Funcke, George 
Morgan, Harry Forrest, Beau Griffiths, Baxter Donnellon and Shae 
Coats.  
 

At the conclusion of the day, Donald was placed third out of all schools, and all students 
should be extremely proud of their efforts. The schools’ competitive spirit, great attitude 
and behaviour are to be commended. Thanks also to Mr Rigby, Mrs Sheridan and Mr 
Cashin for helping out on the day.  
 

Jacob Werts, 
Sports Coordinator 
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The Wonderful World of Science!! 

Safety First 
Year 7 science students have been learning all about safety in the 
Science Laboratory and all the different equipment they will be us-
ing over the year in science. In their last lesson before camp stu-
dents were invited to ‘be curious’ and spend time looking through 
the practical workbenches, observing all the different types of 
equipment and seeing if they could identify any of them.  
 

It’s a matter of state 
The Year 8 science students have been learning all about States 
of Matter. Their very first practical for the year was investigating 
the properties of the three main states of matter – solids, liquids 
and gases. 
 

Tick, Tick, Boom! 
Our Year 10 scientists have jumped straight into their physic topics and 
it’s all about the need for speed at the moment and a lot of maths! Stu-
dents are becoming familiar with using the prescribed formula to calcu-
late speed and velocity and what better way to learn a concept than a 
hands-on activity.  
 

Last week, students investigated average and instantaneous speed us-
ing ‘ticker timer’ machines. The machines created a picture of the stu-
dents motion, which they then analysed, and applied their prior learning 
of the formula to ascertain their speed.  

 
 

Curiosity, Currents & Chloe 
The Year 12 Chemistry students have already com-
pleted three practicals around the concepts of gal-
vanic, electrolytic and fuel cells. Basically, the ins 
and outs of batteries (including rechargeable), what 
powered the Apollo 13 mission, and how do we pro-
duce so much aluminium to suit consumer demand.  
 
Have you ever wondered how to produce a soft 
drink can, or how to make plain steel look pretty as 
jewellery, or what makes a battery able to be re-
charged? Well if you’re not sure, why not have a 
chat with one of the Year 12 Chemistry students, 
because they know!! 
 
While we had the 2020 DUX Chloe Frank at school 
to address the students during our SRC induction, 
the Chemistry crew also nabbed her afterwards. 
You have to grab great opportunities when they 
present themselves! 
 
Chloe performed very well in Unit 3 and 4 Chemis-
try last year and was happy to spend time with the 
Year 12 Chemistry students. She was able to pass 
on her invaluable wisdom, advice and some of the 
resources she used to successfully navigate 
through Unit 3 & 4 Chemistry and survive VCE. 
 
Miss Sarah O’Brien 
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 Year 7’s Ride the Waves at Boort 
DHS Year 7’s spent an enjoyable couple of days last week camping on the shores of Boort Lake, and 
experiencing lots of fun activities. A highlight for most was being towed behind a boat on a kneeboard, 
some for the first time, and special thanks goes to the Rice and Campbell families for providing the 
boat, and allowing students to experience this sport. A cultural tour of the lake was most interesting. 
 
Another highlight was the trip to Bendigo on Thursday, with a busy day of ten pin bowling, laser tag, 
minigolf and rollerblading. It was great to see everyone prepared to have a go at all activities. 
 
Boort camp has always been a relaxing and enjoyable camp and this year did not disappoint. Thanks to 
the 3 VCAL students who visited the camp and organised some games, while getting to know the Year 
7 students a little better.  
 
Thanks to the staff members who accompanied the students over the 3 days– Mr Aikman, Mr Poole, 
Mrs Sheridan, Mrs Walker and Mrs Goode. 
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Important Sunsmart Reminder 
Although Summer may be over, there will still be some sunny  
days ahead. Please be aware that wide-brimmed hats must be 
worn while you are out in the school yard, and remember to 
apply sunscreen regularly. 

This Week In The Library 

 

Dream Riders: Storm by Laura Bloom and Jesse Blackadder 
After seeing Morning Mist at the local show Storm decides to join 

the Dream Riders, to learn the skills and to hopefully buy that 
beautiful horse, but the current owner has strong ideas about 
who she will sell to. 

 
The Dictionary of lost words by Pip Williams 
Esme spends her days in the garden shed, where her father 
is part of a team gathering words for the very first Oxford Eng-
lish Dictionary. 
 

Here she collects discarded words. Words thought less im-

portant than others, words often relating to women’s experi-
ences. These words help her make sense of her world as she 
grows. These words she collects for another dictionary. 

 

Australia’s Most Dangerous: spiders. snakes and marine 
creatures 
An Australian field guide, full of interesting and useful facts 

about our remarkable but sometimes lethal creatures. 

 
 
 
 

 
Rhonda Russell 

Librarian 
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CAREERS AND PATHWAYS 

 

Online 
 

Sunday March 7
th

 2021, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 

Girls Day Out in STEM (GDOS) empowers and inspires girls 
aged 10-14 years to learn about careers in Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and Maths (STEM) while in a fun, safe and 
engaging environment. 
Girls will hear from women in STEM, learn about important 
contributions already made by other young girls in STEM and 
what opportunities a future in Science, Technology, Engineer-
ing and Maths can bring. This year’s event will be held online. 

 

To find out more visit: 
www.gdostem.com.au/ 

Year 12 Students 
The University of Melbourne Hansen Scholarship 

Program 

 
 

“Twenty exceptional students from around Australia will be 
chosen for our most generous scholarship to date, starting 

their undergraduate studies at Melbourne in 2022”. 
The program brings together an unrivalled package of benefits 
for high-achieving students who may otherwise struggle finan-
cially to access higher education.  
It offers free accommodation, living allowances, funds for an 
international exchange, internship or voluntary opportunity, 
plus a tailored development program including academic ori-
entation, study skills, mentoring and cultural activities. 
 

Applications are OPEN now and CLOSE on March 11th  
2021  

For further information visit: 
https://scholarships.unimelb.edu.au/awards/hansen-

scholarship 

Year 12 Students 

 
La Trobe | Aspire Early Admissions: Applications 101 

Online Webinar 
 

16th  March 2021, 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm 
At La Trobe, we know there’s more to being a good student 
than marks alone. Our Aspire Early Admissions Program re-
wards your involvement in community, leadership and volun-
teering with an early conditional offer into your chosen course 
at La Trobe. In this webinar, we’ll tell you exactly what goes 
into writing a successful Aspire application, and you’ll get the 
opportunity to ask questions.  
 

To find out more visit:  
www.latrobe.edu.au/events/all/la-trobe-aspire-early-

admissions-applications-107 

NIDA ACTING 101 Workshops 
(Year 11 and 12 Students) 

 

 
 

NIDA are now taking bookings for their April school holi-
day workshops. If you want to learn more about acting, 
performance, design, theatre, singing, writing, and more, 
these workshops are the perfect chance to get a taste of 
NIDA and expand your skills. 
Victorian Workshops will be run in Melbourne. 
 

Find out more and book here: 
www.open.nida.edu.au/courses/how/school+holidays 

 
 
 
According to the Rail Career Pathways website, there are 
two main areas of rail: Passenger Transport and Freight 
Transport.  
Passenger Transport Rail and light rail (trams) in Austral-
ia and New Zealand employs approximately 20,000 peo-
ple with the specific focus on transporting people. Over 
the last few years there has been an increase in people 
using trains and trams due to the increases in the cost of 
petrol and other costs associated with passenger vehicles 
such as parking and time spent in traffic jams.  
Freight Transport involves trains carrying heavy loads 
and sometimes travelling long distances transporting 
freight. There is increasing pressure for freight to be 
moved by rail, rather than on the road, due to road 
transport congestion and safety and environmental con-
cerns. Freight trains regularly transport iron ore and coal.  
The rail industry employs thousands of people across a 
very broad range of jobs. One often only thinks about 
train drivers, but there are so many more rail jobs - from 
accountants to engineers to technicians to timetable offic-
ers to graphic designers. The rail industry offers reward-
ing career opportunities in a variety of disciplines includ-
ing – Engineering Trades and Construction, Customer 
Service Business / Corporate / Human Resources, Safety 
and Environment Graduates / Apprenticeships, Opera-
tions. 

To find out more visit: 
https://railcareers.net.au/ 

The 360° Virtual Workplace 

 
See what it's really like working in some of Australia's 

most exciting industries. Skillsroad’s Virtual Reality career 
advice platform lets you explore different workplaces in a 

completely new and exciting way.  
There is no need for a VR headset to access the experi-
ence, but if you happen to have an Oculus headset on 

hand, you can download an app on the Oculus app store 
by searching for ‘Skillsroad Virtual Workplace’. 

 

Sue Clay  
Careers and Pathways 
Email: s.clay@ncllen.org.au 

http://www.gdostem.com.au/
https://scholarships.unimelb.edu.au/awards/hansen-scholarship
https://scholarships.unimelb.edu.au/awards/hansen-scholarship
https://studyworkgrow.com.au/event/la-trobe-aspire-early-admissions-applications-101/
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/events/all/la-trobe-aspire-early-admissions-applications-107
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/events/all/la-trobe-aspire-early-admissions-applications-107
http://www.open.nida.edu.au/courses/how/school+holidays
https://railcareers.net.au/
mailto:s.clay@ncllen.org.au
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Dear Parents, 
 
We at Donald High School are asking you to complete this short survey. This ‘Be You’ Family Survey is 

designed to gather mental health and wellbeing related information from families within the Donald High 

School Community. 

 

As a school we are encouraged to reflect on how we’re doing things — what we’re doing well already, 

and what we can improve to promote children and young people’s mental health and wellbeing.  

 

The Donald High School wellbeing team want to know your thoughts, ideas and opinions about mental 

health and wellbeing so we know what’s working well and what can be improved. We will also be asking 

the students to complete a student survey to get their feedback and opinions. 

 

This survey will take you approximately 10–15 minutes to complete. You will not be required to write 

your name or any other personal details on your survey. Completing this anonymous survey is entirely 

your choice. You can choose to answer some or all of the questions or you can choose not to partici-

pate. If you decide not to participate, your decision will not disadvantage you or your child.  

 

The wellbeing team at Donald High School will be summarising survey results for the purposes of in-

forming whole school planning and continuous improvement around mental health and wellbeing. 

 

If you are willing to participate in this survey please do so by the following link. This link is unique to 

Donald High School. 

https://beyou.syd1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8BrqyFHxHoJ4DXv/?org_id=ORG - 0071004 

 

If you have any questions or queries about this survey please contact me. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Raeanne O’Shea 

Donald High School 

Be You Team Leader 

DONALD HIGH SCHOOL 
Camp Street, P.O. Box 138 
Donald,  3480 
Phone: (03) 5497 1205 
Fax: (03) 5497 1759 
Email: donald.hs@education.vic.gov.au 

https://beyou.syd1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8BrqyFHxHoJ4DXv/?org_id=ORG%20-%200071004
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 Year 7, 2021 
Homework, study and diaries  
Some students have already noticed the increased demands of homework compared to Primary 
School. It is important that with the help of parents, students continue to work on developing 
their organisational skills and sometimes things mount up to the point that homework demands be-
come impossible. I think at this stage students on average should be only doing around 30 minutes 
of homework per night.  
 

Study Techniques  
With Topic Tests approaching, now is a good time to make a few simple points about Study 
Technique:  
 
Testing is an important and regular part of assessment at Secondary School and students need to 
develop a systematic approach to studying for tests.  
 
 Too often, students satisfy themselves that they have “studied” for a test when they have simply 
read over the relevant section in their workbook. To give you some idea how to help your child ap-
proach tests, I suggest the following study tips: 
 

1. Read over the section of your workbook that the test will be based on (this is as far as a lot of 
students ever go). 
 

2. Make brief notes in point-form or draw up lists of key names or words. 
 

3. Have someone at home ask questions from your workbook.  
 

4. Go back over workbook and study notes, concentrating on areas where lack of knowledge or un-
derstanding was apparent.  
 

5. Re-testing at home until weaknesses are overcome  
When these processes have been followed through, then you can honestly say you have studied. 
“Studying” certainly goes a lot further than reading over notes in the isolation of your bedroom or 
in front of the television. Even the preparation for weekly spelling tests should follow this rou-
tine.  
 

 
 

Karyn Goode Yr 7 Co-ordinator 
Home ph: 54971668   

Karyn.Goode@education.vic.gov.au 

 Year 7 Homework 

Maths Maths Mates: Friday-now an electronic version 

English Skillworks homework and spelling test Tuesday.  
Reading: 100 minutes per week. Parents to sign 
reading log each week.

Weirs IGA Donald  
We are seeking junior staff  

(15+ years) for after school and weekend work. 
 

Apply in store to pick up an application form. 

Found At School 
Some spectacles were found at the school a 

couple of weeks ago. 
Please call in to the office to claim them 
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 STUDENT WELLBEING 
 
Headspace provide a resource called Per-
sonal Spaces, where you can build your 
own mental health toolkit and eheadspace.  
 
They offer weekly peer led chats and 
monthly group chats for young people and 
their families and friends.  The group chat 
topics change from month to month.  
 
 Attached is a flyer with the dates and times 
for March’s chats.  The flyer will also be 
sent to parents and students via Xuno, so 
that they can click directly on the links to 
access the resources they are interested in.  
 
Kathy Walker & Megan Godkin 
 
Wellbeing Coordinators 
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