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IMPORTANT DATES 

DHS HOUSE  
CROSS COUNTRY 2021 

On Monday, May 3rd, Donald High School students 
competed in their annual Inter-house Cross-Country 
event.  
 

The competition course started at Scilley’s Island and 
continued along the Federation Trail and saw some 
excellent achievements, with Meyer victorious in a 
tight encounter.  
 

The senior boys competed over a 5km track, while the 
rest of the school fought through a 3km course. There 
were bonus points awarded for beating specific times 
and also on the participation rate of each of the hous-
es, which was arguably the difference in Meyer taking 
out the title. 
 
More results on page 6. 

 May 

Monday 10 School Photos 

11,12,13 NAPLAN 

Fri 14 NCD Cross country 

Monday 17 Student Free Day-Staff PD 

School SMS For  
Non-Attendance Notification 

Donald High School has now 
moved to an automated SMS mes-
saging system. If your child is 
marked absent without reason at 
morning form assembly, an SMS 
will automatically be sent to one or 
both parents/guardians.  

 

If you receive one of these messages, 
please contact the school to advise us of 
the reason for your child’s absence. 

No Lunch Orders  
This Friday, May 7 
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From The Principal 

 
SCHOOL VALUES 
Respect, Responsibility, Resilience, Learning  
Staff, students and parents are encouraged to ensure we all operate and conduct our business at 
school according to these 4 values that were established by our school community. 

REDUCTION OF COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS   
Covid-safe routine cleaning will continue to take place, enhanced hand hygiene facilities will continue, 
enhanced ventilation in rooms and corridors will occur and the community can use the school’s play-
ground equipment. 
 
A reminder to all students, staff and parents that you must keep your distance from others and hand 
sanitise regularly when at school. 
 
VISITORS ON-SITE 
Parents and visitors are welcome to come to school, but are asked to adhere to the necessary precau-
tions and protocols if they do come on-site. If staying for any length of time (longer than 5 minutes), 
please sign in and out of our visitors book for contact tracing and OH&S purposes.  

Under the current COVIDSafe Settings in Victoria, there are no limits to the number or type of visitors to 
schools. 

However, density limits apply and schools must keep a record of all visitors, students and staff. Schools 
must adhere to the density limits of one person per two square metres during activities being attended 
by parents, carers or other visitors. 

When visitors are in attendance, the density limit applies to all people in the space, including students 
and staff. 

 
Visitors to school grounds must practise good hand hygiene, and comply with physical distancing and 
face masks must be worn inside when physical distancing of 1.5m or greater cannot be adhered to. 

COLLECTION OF STUDENT CONTACT DETAILS ON EXCURSIONS FOR CONTACT-TRACING  

Excursion venues are responsible for managing record keeping for contact tracing in line with current 
public health directives.  

Most venues are required to use electronic record keeping that connects with an Application Program-
ming Interface (API) linked provider or a digital system provided by Services Victoria.  

An electronic or hard copy list of student names and contact numbers should be provided to the venue 
at the time of the excursion. Students are not required to individually check-in at the venue on the day.  

The Department of Health has strongly recommended that a contact number for each individual student 
(as per the student’s school file) is provided to venues for recording purposes. If providing a private con-
tact number for a student poses a serious privacy risk, or the number is unknown, the school’s 24-hr 
contact number may be used, but this should be the exception. 

The Parent Consent form has been updated to advise parents/carers/guardians that, when required, 
schools will be providing excursion venues with contact details for students for contact-tracing purposes. 

ANZAC CEREMONY 

The school held an ANZAC Ceremony on Friday 23
rd

 April to commemorate the people who had served 
our country in the various World Wars and battles throughout Australia’s history. We had some special 
guests from the Donald RSL attend this ceremony - President Brian Williams, Secretary Allan Dugan 
and his wife Carmel Dugan, and they all spoke about what ANZAC Day meant to them.  

Thank you to Mr. Stuart Potter who conducted this ceremony, imparting some amazing and interesting 
facts and figures in his speech about the various battles our soldiers faced in conflicts and wars. Our 
two school captains, Beau Griffiths and Shannon McMillan, laid a wreath at the base of the ‘makeshift’ 
cenotaph and Brian Williams read the ode and the national anthem was played. The ceremony was 
quite moving with all staff and students very respectful of the occasion. 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/coronavirus-covidsafe-settings
https://edugate.eduweb.vic.gov.au/sites/i/_layouts/15/WopiFrame.aspx?sourcedoc=/sites/i/Shared%20Documents/Coronavirus/Attendance%20forms/parent-consent-contact-tracing.doc&action=default
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YEAR 9 EXCURSION TO ECOLINC 

Our Year 9 students went on an excursion to Ecolinc on Wednesday 28
th
 April. The students did this as 

part of their landcare work this term. Some of the activities the students experienced included patting a 
dingo and an inland taipan snake and learning about the dangers of these animals and how they live 
within their environment. Thank you to Miss Bond and Mr. Poole for accompanying the students on the 
excursion, and assisting with the coordination and supervision of the students on the day. 

GNURAD GUNDIDJ SCHOOL FOR STUDENT LEADERSHIP 

Two of our Year 9 students, Nathan Hepworth and Hayley Cumming, have enrolled in the Gnurad Gun-
didj School for Student Leadership in Noorat from April 25

th 
for the remainder of Term 2. Both of these 

students are looking to develop themselves as individuals and will be involved in personal development, 
leadership and self-awareness tasks throughout the term as well as working on a community project to 
complete when they return to Donald. We wish both Nathan and Hayley well for their experience. 

INTER-HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY 

Well done to the 90 plus students and a few staff who participated in the School Inter-house Cross 
Country last Monday afternoon. Some excellent times were recorded including Will Burke running 11.58 
for his 3km run and Claudia Griffiths running just over 13 minutes for her 3km run. It was pleasing to see 
a number of parents in attendance to support their children. For the record, Meyer House won the event 
overall, partly due to having about 87% of their students participating in the event which earnt them bo-
nus points. Other results for the event are published throughout this newsletter. Thanks to Mr. Werts for 
all of his work in organising and coordinating this event and to all of the staff that worked in support of 
the event on the day. 

STUDENT ATTITUDES TO SCHOOL SURVEY 

This year the school will be asking students to provide feedback on our school programs and opera-
tions. This survey will be completed over the course of the next month. This feedback is very important 
to us, as we use this to consolidate the programs within and operations of our school, so we can contin-
ue to improve, and so we are providing students with the best conditions possible for a thorough sec-
ondary education  
 
NAPLAN TESTING 
Next week students in Years 7 and 9 will be engaging in NAPLAN testing. The results from these tests 

will provide the school with valuable information about how we are working with your child. Teachers 

have been recently including NAPLAN concepts in lessons to ensure students are familiar with the tests 

and also to assist in reducing any potential anxiety.  

 

Additional studying at home is not necessary. The NAPLAN tests are certainly important but the work 

the students will be confronted with is what we have been preparing them for throughout their schooling. 

The best form of support you can provide to your child is to ensure they get plenty of sleep and begin 

each day with a hearty breakfast. If your son / daughter is experiencing any ‘out of the ordinary’ anxiety 

or nervousness about the upcoming Naplan testing, please let the school know and we will provide them 

with some support as needed. 

 

BUILDING WORKS 

Searle Bros. builders were on site over the holidays to fix some of the defects and make some improve-
ments to certain areas of the school’s building works areas, mainly in the East and West Wings, follow-
ing the completion of building works last year. A new motorised system was put on the canteen roller 
door which has been a welcome addition, making it easier to raise and lower the roller door. Some inter-
nal doors had windows installed and some windows in doors were replaced. More work is to be com-
pleted in the near future to finalise the project. We look forward to this happening, so we can organise 
an official opening ceremony for the new buildings. 

Paul Aikman 
Principal 
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Year 8’s Zooming in on Life 

 

The Year 8 Science students have stated their Microscopes 
and Cells unit. Students have learnt the different parts of 
the microscope and are practising how to use the micro-
scope to view specimens. 
 
Students have learnt that the microscope not only enlarges 
the image, it also flips it horizontally and vertically.  
 
 
Students will continue to 
view a variety of animal and plant cells in this topic, in-
cluding some that they create themselves.  

 
 

 
 

Yr10’s Blasting Balloons 
 

The Year 10 Extension Scientists finished off their Physics 
unit last week, investigating Newton’s Third Law of Mo-
tion.  
 

Newton’s Third Law of motion is that for every action 
there is a reaction. For example, if a student on a skate-
board pushes backwards on the ground with one foot, it 
makes the skateboard move forwards.  
 

The students turned the investigation into a bit of a chal-
lenge by seeing whose balloon travelled the fastest along a piece of fishing line. In this investiga-
tion the action is the air leaving the back of the balloon, and the reaction is that the balloon moves 
forward.  
 

The winning team consisted of Gabby & Arli  with a speed of 0.31 m/s. 

Curtis and Taryn working well as a team to 
view their specimen.  

Texas and Ben realising colour digital images 
are made up of 1000s of tiny dots. 
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Year 7, 2021 
 

Parent/Teacher Interviews 
Parent/Teacher Interviews were held last Monday April 26. Many Year 7 parents attended to show inter-
est in their child’s education and we thank you for your contribution. If you have missed these interviews 
and would like to arrange a meeting, please contact me. 
 
Diaries  
The issue of diaries is always an ongoing problem for some students. These are left in lockers or at 
home and not being used. Encourage your child to use the diary to keep track of work deadlines and 
nurture good organisation.  
 
NAPLAN Countdown 
NAPLAN testing will commence on Tuesday May 11. You should have received notification of this in a 
letter from the school. Try to reassure your child that there is nothing to be worried about. NAPLAN 
tests are designed to assess skills. There has been some preparation in English and Maths classes, but 
essentially, these tests cannot be studied for. We do, however, want students to put their best effort into 
these tests. 
 
Cross Country 
Well done to all students who participated in the House Cross-Country on Monday afternoon. Congratu-
lations to Baxter  Donnellon who won the Junior Boy’s Cross-Country Championship. 
 
School Photos  
School photos will be taken on Monday May 10. Please ensure that your child is in full school uniform. 
You will receive details relating to the school photographs process. 

 
Karyn Goode Yr 7 Co-ordinator 

Home ph: 54971668   
Karyn.Goode@education.vic.gov.au 

 Yr10’s Losing Their Marbles 

 

The Year 10 Extension Scientists investigated Newton’s Second Law of Motion in their last lesson in 
Term 1.  
 

Acceleration of an object depends on two things, force and mass. Newton’s 2
nd

 Law states that the ac-
celeration of an object is directly related to the net force, and inversely related to its mass. 
 

The students used different weighted marbles and trays of flour to demonstrate how mass affects net 
force.  
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DHS HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY 2021 

 

The senior age groups kicked off the event, which saw a sprint finish in the boys’ 5km event between 
Beau Griffiths of Banyenong and Taylm Phelan of Jeffcott. Beau finally clenched the win in a time of 
25.11. Claudia Griffiths continued her blistering form with a nice time of 13.08, soon followed by Grace 
Leeder, both of Meyer house. 
 

The Junior age groups set off next which saw Abby Griffiths claim victory for the second year in a row 
for the girls, in a time of 15.09, closely followed by Toni Jones in second place, both from Jeffcott.  In 
the junior boys it was Baxter Donnellon of Meyer who stormed home in a time of 13.48, quickly followed 
by Toby (Banyenong) and Geordie Smith (Jeffcott) for second and third place. 
 

The Intermediate year levels were the final group to set out on the course and in the boys it was a blis-
tering 11.58 for Will Burke to take out the event, followed by Jake Sullivan pushing hard for second 
place. For the girls it was Johanna Griffiths who took the title for Jeffcott, impressing with a time of 
14.38, followed by Ebony Frank of Meyer. 
 

Overall, The day was a great success and all participants are to be congratulated for their efforts and 
their support of each other. Thankyou to all the staff and house captains involved for making the event 
run smoothly, but also to the students of Donald High School and any parents or supporters for truly 
embracing the event.  

Mr Jacob Werts 

NAPLAN Next Week 
Next week (May 11, 12 and 13) Year 9 and 7 students will be taking part in NAPLAN tests. On Tuesday the stu-
dents complete two, 45 minute tests. The first of these is the Language Conventions, which will be completed at 
the start of the day and the second, the Writing assessment will be conducted after recess. On Wednesday, the 
65 minute Reading test is scheduled and on Thursday the Numeracy test. These will both be completed at the 
start of the school day.  
We know this can be a stressful and tiring time for students but all we ask is that students try their best, as they 
would with any other piece of assessment.  
Information has been sent home with the students and to all families via Xuno. If you have any questions or con-
cerns please contact the school and discuss them with us. 

Raeanne O'Shea 
NAPLAN Co-ordinator 
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The Wonders Of Ecolinc 

                                                    -from Miss Julie Bond 
 
On Wednesday 28

th
 April the Year 9 class made the trek to 

Ecolinc, in Bacchus Marsh, a Science and Technology cen-
ter available for all students in Victoria to visit. Their day 
consisted of exploring Grasslands and Ecosystems in a va-
riety of ways. 
 
To begin with, students were fortunate enough to experi-
ence a ‘RooKeepers’ visit, where Michael shared his 
knowledge of a variety of Australian grassland animals. Stu-
dents were also able to pat an Alpine Dingo named Alba, 
as well as a lizards and snakes, including the incredibly 
venomous Inland Taipan. 
 
After a short break, where students met and interacted with 
primary school kids from Woodend, we resumed with The 
Amazing Race, where students had to answer questions on 
an iPad by scanning QR codes attached to photos of ani-
mals and ecosystems around the Centre’s Wetlands. The 
students did a remarkable job, 
showing their thorough under-
standing of our ecosystem. 
 

Once everyone had some lunch, students finished off the day with a ses-
sion on Abiotic and Biotic factors, using microscopes to view the smallest 
creatures in our grasslands- insects! 
 
It was a fantastic day, full of a variety of experiences! Here are a few of 
the things the Year 9s enjoyed the most: 

“The Amazing Race”  
“Looking at the snakes” 
“The bus trip” 
“Everlyn’s (primary school student) dance moves” 
“Patting the dingo Alba” 
“Seeing the amazing animals: snakes, dingoes and lizards” 
“Seeing and patting a dingo” 
“Having a kick of footy (with the primary kids)” 
“Finding out dingoes can die from mushrooms” 
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 This Week In The Library 
 
May is Scholastic National Family Reading Month! 
Get your family on board and sign up at  
https://www.scholastic.com.au/scholastic-in-the-community/
national-family-reading-month-2021/ 

New Books In the Library 
 

Bury Me by K.R.Alexander  
No one ever leaves Copper Hollow. It's a town with a deadly history  that nobody ever 
talks about. Kimberly feels something strange is happening but doesn’t know what until 
the menacing doll appears with two words written across its clothes: BURY ME. Kimberly 
and her friends try to destroy the doll but it keeps coming back. 

 

The Secret Dressmaker by Rosalie Ham 
A wonderful black comedy full of all your favourite characters.   
 It is 1953 and Melbourne society is looking forward to coronation season, the grand balls 
and celebrations for the young queen-to-be. Tilly Dunnage is working for a pittance in a 
second-rate Collins Street salon. Her talents go unappreciated as Tilly is trying to escape 
her past and stay anonymous to the residence from Dungatar.  But when Tilly's name 
starts to feature in the fashion pages, the jig is up. Along with Tilly's hopes of keeping her 
secrets hidden.  

Shine: The Making of the Australian Netball Diamonds by Jenny Sinclair & 
Megan Maurice 
A behind-the-scenes look at what it takes to be an international netball star, covering 
everything from drug testing and salaries to motherhood, infertility, team politics, pres-
sure and mental stress. Read about how they overcome their self-doubt, struggles and 
the journey from small country town to Commonwealth Gold Medal. 

Rhonda Russell 
Librarian 

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS – Monday, 10th May 

National School Photography will be here on Monday, 10th May.   Individual and class photographs will 
be taken, which parents then can order from the Proofs.   All students are expected to be in summer 
uniform.   Please note there are no pre-paid envelopes this year. All orders are to be placed online.  
Details will be provided after the photos are taken on Monday. 

Any parent wanting a FAMILY PHOTOGRAPH needs to return the form below to Mrs. Gillahan with 
one of their children before that day.   You will be under no obligation to purchase the photo that is 
taken. 

————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Please include my children in a family photograph: 

Names: ……………………………………………………..  Yr Level …...                                                                                       

                                   ……………………………………………………..  Yr Level …...                        

                     ………………………………………………………. Yr Level …... 

Signed:  ________________________________ 

https://www.scholastic.com.au/scholastic-in-the-community/national-family-reading-month-2021/
https://www.scholastic.com.au/scholastic-in-the-community/national-family-reading-month-2021/
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CAREERS AND PATHWAYS 

Sue Clay  
Careers and Pathways 
Email: s.clay@ncllen.org.au 

 
2022 YEAR 12 PROGRAM 

The National Youth Science Forum (NYSF) Year 12 pro-
gram is a 12-day program designed to provide students 
with a broader understanding of the diverse study and ca-
reer options available in science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics (STEM) and to encourage continued 
study in these fields.  
 

In 2022, the NYSF will deliver a 12-day program from 10-25 
January via a combination of in-person and digital STEM 
experiences. 2022 participants will experience everything 
the NYSF is famous for, including keynote speakers, lec-
tures, hands-on workshops, debates, expos and enriching 
social activities. In-person STEM visit days and events will 
be held over a week of the program at major city hubs 
across the country, enabling students to meet each other 
and network with like-minded peers. A continuous pro-
gram of digital events will run alongside the in-person 
events meaning the program is accessible to all. This op-
tion also means the NYSF experience is still accessible 
and stimulating should there be a COVID-19 hotspot 
emerge or lockdown called at a hub location. 
 

To apply for the NYSF Year 12 Program, students must meet 
the following criteria: 

 

• Current Year 11 student (2021) 
• Australian citizen or resident, and/or studying full-time in an Aus-
tralian high school  
• Desire to pursue further study and a career in science, engineer-
ing, technology, or a STEM related discipline. 

Applications close 2
nd

 July 2021. 
For further information visit: www.nysf.edu.au/programs/

Skills and Thrills Digital Parents Showcase 

 
 

The Skills and Thrills Digital Parents Showcase is a half 
hour video, available (free) to all parents - with most benefit 
to parents of high school aged students. (Note: Although 
the video is NSW based, it is still relevant for Victorian stu-
dents) 
This free video resource will be available from 3 March to 
31 May 2021 only and will cover the following information 
areas: 
Industry trends for the next 5-15 years 
Industry trends post Covid-19 impact 
Apprenticeships 
Traineeships 
School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships (SBATs) 
Opportunities in the vocational education and training sec-

tor (VET) 
How to support your child in making informed career choic-

es 

Take a look here: 
www.skillsone.com.au/digital-parents-showcase/ 

Interested in a Career in Land Management? 
 

 
 

”Land Your Career” aims to educate and inspire prospective 
students on the careers and roles that exist in the land man-
agement sector whilst providing information on how you get 
qualified or build you qualifications in this exciting area.  
Land management involves a diverse range of careers cov-
ering a broad range of themes that take in water, fire, natu-
ral environments, restoring landscapes, forestry, conserva-
tion, cultural heritage, biodiversity, sustainability, parks/
reserves and landscape/building design where you make a 
real difference.  
Whatever your passion, there is a land management career 
for you. 

Visit: http://landyourcareer.edu.au/ 

  
The Latrobe University ASPIRE Early Admissions Applica-

tions are now open for Year 12 Students 
For further information visit:  

www.latrobe.edu.au/study/aspire 

 
 

Not sure what you should be doing with your future or keen 
to know more about your dream career? The Year13 Virtual 
Expo is coming back during National Careers Week in May 
to sort you out. 
Hear career stories and advice from some incredible hu-
mans at the top of their game, plus explore hundreds of ex-
hibitors across all of your post-school options in work, study 
and travel. 
 

Where – Online 
When – Monday 17

th
 May to Wednesday 19

th
 May 

Visit: https://year13.com.au/expo/year13-expo-2021 

 
Don’t know if a career in the construction industry is for 
you? 
Fairbrother provide opportunities for work experience for 
high school and tertiary students throughout their opera-
tions. 
Work Experience provides students with the opportunity to 
develop personally and professionally in a diverse work 
environment. Areas include project management, office 
administration, carpentry, cabinet making and general la-
bouring. 
Expressions of interest for short-term placements are wel-
come from students interested in an area relevant to the 
company's commercial construction business.  
 

For further information visit: 
 www.fairbrother.com.au/careers 

mailto:s.clay@ncllen.org.au
http://www.nysf.edu.au/programs/year-12-program/
https://studyworkgrow.com.au/2021/03/25/skills-and-thrills-digital-parents-showcase/
http://www.skillsone.com.au/digital-parents-showcase/
http://landyourcareer.edu.au/
https://www.latrobe.edu.au/study/aspire
https://year13.com.au/expo/year13-expo-2021
http://www.fairbrother.com.au/careers
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 The Push-Up Challenge Returns!! 
 

Did you know 3,318 people in Australia died by suicide in Australia in 
2019? 
 
JOIN US AS WE PUSH FOR BETTER MENTAL HEALTH: 1-25 JUNE  
Are you ready for The Push-Up Challenge?  
Get fit, have fun and learn about mental health by taking part with our school in 
The Push-Up Challenge 2021.   
   
This June, challenge yourself to complete 3,318 push-ups over 25 days to shine 
the spotlight on mental health.   
  

Get a team of up to 10 people together! Each team 
member can aim for 25%, 50%,75% or 100% of the 
daily push-up target and exercise alternatives are 
welcome. 
  
Create a team as part of our Community here:   
 
https://www.thepushupchallenge.com.au/community/donald-high-school 
 
  
The Push-Up Challenge is proudly supporting The Push For Better Foundation, headspace and 
Lifeline, and you will have the choice of which of these charities you may want to support when 
you register. See thepushupchallenge.com.au for more information.  
 
 

                 __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Headspace are continuing to offer 
weekly peer led chats and monthly 
group chats throughout May.  The 
chats are designed to bring young peo-
ple, friends and family together to ex-
plore topics that are important to the 
community.   
 
Attached is a flyer with the dates and 
times for the May chats.  The flyer will 
also be sent to parents and students 
via Xuno, so that they can click directly 
on the links to access the resources 
they are interested in.  
 
Regards, 
 
The Wellbeing Team  

https://www.thepushupchallenge.com.au/community/donald-high-school
http://www.thepushupchallenge.com.au
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Donald Youth Group  
Grade 6 – Yr 12 

Free and Everyone’s Welcome 
Delicious Dinner Provided  

6:30 – 8:30 Fortnightly Friday Nights In School Term 
For Information please contact:  

Teghan Pearse: 0411890123 or  

Melinda McEwen: 0428915249 
No need to RSVP 

Sponsored by Granite Community Church  


