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Responsibility 

Resilience 

Learning 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Ballarat Art Gallery Crawl 
The Year 11 & 12 Studio Art class were fortunate enough to squeeze in a trip to galleries in 
Ballarat between the two recent lockdowns. Studio Art students are required to study the dif-
ferent types of galleries, as well as their presentation and conservation methods. Visiting gal-
leries like the Art Gallery of Ballarat gives students a real-world view of these spaces and how 
they function.  Art can be found in all sorts of interesting places as you can see. There’s more 
on page 3. 

August  

Wednesday 18 House Athletics Sports 

Friday 20 Yr 8 NCTTC Orientation 
Yr 9 not required at school 

 GAT– postponed 

 P/T Interviews– postponed 

Face Masks  
With current Covid regulations, all stu-
dents over 12 years of age are required to 
wear face masks both indoors and out-
doors while at school.  
 

Students are reminded 
to bring their own face 
masks from home each 
day.  
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From The Principal 

 
SCHOOL VALUES 
Respect, Responsibility, Resilience, Learning  

Staff, students and parents are encouraged to ensure we all operate and conduct our business at 
school according to these 4 values that were established by our school community. 

UPDATE ON COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS   

I would like to thank everyone for their work in ensuring learning could 
continue in a Remote Learning environment (Remote Learning 6.0) over 
the recent 4-day ‘Snap Lockdown’ for Regional Victoria and for generally 
adhering to the government's CovidSafe guidelines in your everyday prac-
tice - students, teachers, support staff and parents. 

 It is also important that we all learn from the experiences of teach-
ing and learning within a Remote Learning environment and look at 
the possibilities for teaching and learning moving forwards, as well as continuing to look after 
ourselves and each other in these dynamic conditions we are all dealing with.  
 

Please note the following adjustments to restrictions for all Victorian regional schools and a re-
turn to face-to-face learning from Tuesday 10

th
 August 2021: 

A return to face-to-face learning from Tuesday 10
th
 August 2021; 

* Masks are to be worn inside and outside when at school. Teachers can remove their mask to 
instruct students, but don't have to; 

* People are to maintain a density quotient of 1 person every 4 square metres whilst on site; 

* No outside visitors to the school please for at least the next 2 weeks; 

Obviously Covid cleaning of high touch surfaces and CovidSafe Practices such as hand sanitis-
ing and social distancing practices will remain in place. 
 
The staff at school will be monitoring the following closely (as we usually do) upon students 
returning to school from Remote Learning: 
 
1. Attendance and engagement of students; 
 
2. Student Health and Wellbeing; and 
 
3. Students returning to their usual routines of learning at school. 
 

In addition to this, all staff, parents and (where applicable) students 
are encouraged to access Covid-19 vaccination appointments as soon 
as possible to assist in stopping the spread of Covid-19 throughout 
society. It should be noted that vaccinations are available for people 
between the ages of 18 – 39 now. Students who are aged between 12 & 
18 and are either Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, or students 
with a specified medical condition are also eligible for the Pfizer Vac-
cine. 

 
A reminder to all students, staff and parents that you must keep your distance from others and 
hand sanitise regularly when at school.  
 
Please note that these restrictions may be changing at the end of this week (by Friday 13

th
 Au-

gust 2021) after the completion of the last two week cycle of the current restrictions. 
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Art Gallery Crawl (cont)                                                

Shae Coats, Simonnette Labiran, Han-
nah Dixon and Sim Singh joined Miss 
Bond on a road trip to view a variety of 
artworks, from traditional Classic paint-
ings, to contemporary sculptures and 
installations, as seen in the photos at-
tached.  

Students relished the opportunity to 
view artworks in person, instead of on 
a screen, as we’ve all become so ac-
customed to. This in turn will help pre-
pare them for SACs and their exams in 
the coming months.  

Students and their parents are asked to ensure that all students are in 
attendance at school every day unless they are unwell. Our school 
had a high level of absenteeism in Semester 1 this year, and all stu-
dents need to ensure they are at school all day, and are to make this 
a priority, for the benefit of their learning. One half day per week away 
from school equates to approximately 4 weeks of schooling lost per 
year, so please make an effort to prioritise your attendance and edu-
cation. 

If students are absent for any reason, parents are asked to contact 
the school to inform us of your child’s absence. If we don’t hear from 

you before 9.15am on the day of the absence, you will receive a text message from the school at ap-
proximately 9.30am asking you to inform the school as to why your child is absent.  

I ask all parents to be supportive of this please, and we can all assist in improving our student attend-
ance in the second half of the year. 

In addition to this, all students are expected to be at school ready to learn on time every day. 
This means they need to be at school for the start of the day by 8.50am and return after lunch (if 
going home for lunch) by 1.45pm.  

In Semester 1, we had too many students late to school in the mornings and late back to school 
after going home for lunch, for no significant reason other than they were late. Again, if parents 
can support the school and their children to ‘tidy up’ their punctuality that would be appreciated. 

 
Paul Aikman 

Principal 
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 New Books In The Library 

 

Beyond Belief by Dee White 
Inspired by the true story of Muslims who saved the lives of Jewish children 
in the Second World War. In 1942, in the Grand Mosque in Paris, 11-year-
old Ruben is hiding from the Nazis. Already thousands of Jewish children 
have disappeared, and Ruben’s parents are desperately trying to find his 
sister. Ruben must learn how to pass himself off as a Muslim, while he waits 
for the infamous Fox to help him get to Spain to be reunited with his family. 

 

The Cousins by Karen M. McManus 
Milly, Aubrey, and Jonah Story are cousins, but they barely know each oth-
er, and they've never even met their grandmother. Rich and reclusive, she 
disinherited their parents before they were born. So when they each re-
ceive a letter inviting them to work at her island resort for the summer, 
they're surprised... and curious. 

 

The Second Life of Tiger Woods by Michael Bamberger 
Tiger Woods’s long descent into a personal and professional hell reached 
rock bottom in the early hours of Memorial Day in 2017.  Instead of sinking 
beneath the public disgrace, Woods embarked on the long road to recov-
ery. Bamberger’s stories tell how Woods made an inspiring return. 

 

 
Opera House Completed. Great Work Team!! 

Over several weeks, a large and rather challenging jigsaw project has been underway in 
the Library, and it finally made it to the finish line last week. 

 

 Thanks to all those students who helped. It just so happens 
that one of the keenest ‘jigsawers’ was Eliza Rotherham, and 
she was passing by when the photo was taken. 
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 From the Science Lab: All Hands On Deck 

When learning is on-site we make the most of it with hands on practicals. Below are a few happy snaps 
from the Year 7, 8, 10 and 12 Chemistry cohort.  
 
The Year 7s were investigating the concepts of soluble 
and insoluble, by adding many different substances to 
water. They were to conclude whether the mixtures were 
a solution or suspension. If the substance (solute) dis-
solves in the water (solvent) it forms a solution. If the sub-
stance is insoluble (doesn’t dissolve) it forms a suspen-
sion. Year 7 Scientists are about to conduct their very 
own experiment that they planned and designed in 
groups to separate a given mixture.  
 
Year 8 have recently completed their Electricity unit. This 
unit was created to allow students to select their own abil-
ity level and work at a pace individually suitable. All prac-
ticals in this unit required students to make circuits and understand 
how current and voltage change between series and parallel circuits.  
 
Year 10 Extension Scientists investigated the concept of electrons and 
energy levels within atoms. Scientists conducted a ‘Flame Test’ allow-
ing them to deduce 2 unknown metal ions (charged element). 
 
Year 12 Chemists recently investigated hydrocarbons and literally got 
to lite ‘stuff’ on fire. Obviously a risk assessment was performed and 
all safety measures adhered to. There is so much ‘pHun’ to be had in 
Chemistry! 
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 Congratulations, Year 9 Chemists!  
All Year 9 science students recently participated in an "Acids and 
Bases: Neutralisation Reaction Championships".  
 
Students each started with 50mls of pH 2 Hydrochloric acid and 
had to very, very slowly add in antiacid powder to neutralise the ac-
id to a safe pH of 7. The students were able to determine that they 
had reached a pH level of 7 by the changing colour of the Methyl 
orange indicator that was used.  
 
Methyl orange is a chemical indicator that when added into an acid 
presents as red, orange in a neutral solution and yellow in an alka-
line solution. 
 
Our champions from 9A were Noah Berry and Braxton Hollis, 9B Emersyn Gowlett and 
Jorjah Roberts. The overall winners for accuracy were Noah and Brax!  

9A  
Neutralisation  

9B  
Neutralisation 

9B Winners 

9A Winners 
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 Year 7 News  

We are at the midway point of Term 3 in what has again been a long, challenging and stressful 
year! As happened at the end of Term 1, tick the box reports will be available at the end of Term 3 
on Xuno. At the time of writing this, we are still not sure if Parent/Teacher Interviews will take 
place any time soon. If there any issues you would like to raise with your child’s teachers, I can 
arrange for informal interviews to take place. You should all have experienced, over the last few 
weeks, your children on Webex, and this is a possible forum for teacher contact or interviews. 
 
We fully appreciate your support in our latest stint of remote and flexible learning and hopefully, 
we have made adjustments to how it is being delivered. If you are finding the imposition of con-
stantly photographing and uploading student work, we do have work submission boxes for differ-
ent year levels in the office foyer. 
 
Face Masks                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
I have been reminding Year 7’s about the wearing of face masks here at school, both indoors and 
out. Please reinforce the importance of following the Department of Health instruction. Encourage 
your child to think in a more community minded, rather than selfish way about the importance of 
mask wearing. 
 

Reading of English Texts 
Our English teachers are observing that the number of students, across all 
year levels, who have not read the English novels is increasing. As a pro-
portion of our classwork is based on the studying of these texts, it is mak-
ing our job so much more difficult. Parents have purchased these texts for 
the specific purpose that they are used in class. Our expectations are that 
all students complete this reading as part of their commitment to studying 
English at Donald High School. 
 
Too many students claim that they don’t like reading and this is their reason for not completing 
this homework. We would like the support of all parents to reinforce the value of reading for all 
literacy development and to urge their children to complete the reading of set texts in English. 
With your support we may be able to reverse this trend.        

 
Keep valuing your child’s education. “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use 
to change the world”- Nelson Mandela 
 

Karyn Goode Yr 7 Co-ordinator 
Home ph: 54971668   

Karyn.Goode@education.vic.gov.au 

Headspace are continuing to offer weekly peer led chats and monthly 
group chats throughout August.  The chats are designed to bring young 
people, friends and family together to explore topics that are important 
to the community.   
 

On the following page is a flyer with the dates and times for the August chats.  The flyer will also be 
sent to parents and students via Xuno, so that they can click directly on the links to access the re-
sources they are interested in.  
 

Regards, 
The Wellbeing Team  



8 

 

 

Attention Students in Years 10, 11 & 12 

      Become a Pool Lifeguard | Life Saving Victoria 
We are looking for a diverse range of applicants this season to staff our 
seven pools across a variety of hours including early morning, midday 
and afternoon shifts to facilitate a range of private programs and public hours. 
 

Rostering is flexible and assistance accessing training can be provided. 
 

I encourage all interested applicants to contact Tianna Hendy on 0474 910 584 or 
thendy@buloke.vic.gov.au or visit https://lsv.com.au/pool-lifeguard/#:~:text=Entry%
20requirements%3A%20Recommended%20minimum%20age,Lifeguard%20course%
20is%2016%20years. 

Yr 8’s At NCTTC  
Friday, August 20 

Year 8 students will be going to the NCTTC 
in Charlton for their Orientation Day on Fri-
day, August 20. 
 
 Families are advised that Year 9 students 
will not be required at school on that day. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flsv.com.au%2Fpool-lifeguard%2F%23%3A~%3Atext%3DEntry%2520requirements%253A%2520Recommended%2520minimum%2520age%2CLifeguard%2520course%2520is%252016%2520years.&data=04%7C01%7CMary.Herben%40educa
mailto:thendy@buloke.vic.gov.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flsv.com.au%2Fpool-lifeguard%2F%23%3A~%3Atext%3DEntry%2520requirements%253A%2520Recommended%2520minimum%2520age%2CLifeguard%2520course%2520is%252016%2520years.&data=04%7C01%7CMary.Herben%40educa
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flsv.com.au%2Fpool-lifeguard%2F%23%3A~%3Atext%3DEntry%2520requirements%253A%2520Recommended%2520minimum%2520age%2CLifeguard%2520course%2520is%252016%2520years.&data=04%7C01%7CMary.Herben%40educa
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flsv.com.au%2Fpool-lifeguard%2F%23%3A~%3Atext%3DEntry%2520requirements%253A%2520Recommended%2520minimum%2520age%2CLifeguard%2520course%2520is%252016%2520years.&data=04%7C01%7CMary.Herben%40educa
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CAREERS AND PATHWAYS 

Sue Clay  
Careers and Pathways 
Email: s.clay@ncllen.org.au 

Year 12 Student Reminders 
 

 
 

YEAR 12 VTAC APPPLICATIONS 
Now Open 

 

EARLY ENTRY PROGRAMS 
 

Latrobe ASPIRE – Close Friday 17th September 
ACU Guarantee – Close Friday 24th September 

Charles Sturt Advantage – Close Tuesday 31st August 
RMIT – Close Monday 30th August 
Swinburne No ATAR – Now Open  

Federation University – Close 3rd December 
Deakin University – Now Open 

 

YOUTHRIVE SCHOLARSHIPS  
 

UNIVERSITY – Close 23rd August  
www.youthrivevictoria.org.au/scholarships/uni-scholarships/ 

 

RURAL CHANCES (TAFE/Apprenticeships) – Open 

September 3
rd

 www.youthrivevictoria.org.au/scholarships/
rural-chances/ 

FEDERATION UNIVERSITY OPEN DAY 

 
 

SUNDAY 15
th

 AUGUST 
 

You can take a virtual tour, listen to Information Sessions 
and chat to our staff online. 

 

Register Now: https://events.federation.edu.au/event/sessions?
id=Open_Day_20211918667274 

DEAKIN UNIVERSITY  VIRTUAL OPEN DAY 

 

Register Now: www.deakin.edu.au/student-life-and-services/
events/virtual-open-day-2021 

WILLIAN ANGLISS VIRTUAL OPEN DAY 
SATURDAY 14

th
 AUGUST 

 

www.angliss.edu.au/openday 

VCAL, VCE AND VET –  
WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE? 

 
This time of year, you will hear a lot of discussion about 
VCAL, VCE and VET Subject selection, especially if you are 
a Year 10 student, or the parent of a Year 10 student. So, 
what are VCAL, VCE and VET and where can they lead 
you? 
 

Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) – is a 
senior secondary certificate** (Year 11 and 12) that provides 
you with practical work experience as well as literacy and 
numeracy skills that are important for life and work. The 
VCAL is typically more hands-on than the VCE. A VET/
Practical Subject is an essential requirement of the VCAL. 
Career pathways can include: Apprenticeships/Traineeships, 
TAFE studies, Full/part time work, University (through a 
pathway option first).  
 

Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) – is a senior 
secondary certificate (Year 11 and 12) that can provide ca-
reer pathways to: Tertiary education (University), Advanced 
certificate courses (TAFE), the workforce etc. The VCE is 
typically more academic than the VCAL. 
 

Vocational Education & Training (VET) courses – are 
nationally recognised TAFE certificates that can be studied 
as a part of the VCE or VCAL. There are a wide variety of 
industries you can explore through VET. The majority of VET 
subjects studied by St Arnaud Secondary College students 
are undertaken at the North Central Trade Training Centre.  
Studies offered: Health Services, Agriculture, Automotive, 
Beauty Services, Building and Construction, Community Ser-
vices, Engineering, Hairdressing (Salon Assistant), Hospitali-
ty, Animal Studies, Music, and Sport and recreation. http://
ncttc.charlton.vic.edu.au/ 
 

** From 2023 Intermediate and Senior VCAL will be replaced by a 
new Vocational specialisation pathway within the VCE. This will 
replace the existing VCAL at the Intermediate and Senior levels. 
Foundation VCAL will be replaced by a new Foundations Pathways 
Certificate**. 
 

For further information on VCE, VCAL and VET visit: 
www.vcaa.vic.edu.au 

Year 12 – 2022 TAFE Applications 
 

 
If you are planning on studying at a TAFE institute next 
year it’s important to start the application process for the 
course that interests you now. Many TAFE institutes hold 
Course Information Sessions – check individual websites 
for further information. In some cases, there may be wait-
ing lists for courses so please don’t leave it too late to ap-
ply. Some TAFE institutes use the VTAC system, howev-
er, most require you to apply directly through their website. 
 

For further information on TAFE courses visit: https://
www.skills.vic.gov.au/s/ 

mailto:s.clay@ncllen.org.au
http://www.youthrivevictoria.org.au/scholarships/uni-scholarships/
http://www.youthrivevictoria.org.au/scholarships/rural-chances/
http://www.youthrivevictoria.org.au/scholarships/rural-chances/
https://events.federation.edu.au/event/sessions?id=Open_Day_20211918667274
https://events.federation.edu.au/event/sessions?id=Open_Day_20211918667274
http://www.deakin.edu.au/student-life-and-services/events/virtual-open-day-2021
http://www.deakin.edu.au/student-life-and-services/events/virtual-open-day-2021
http://www.angliss.edu.au/openday
http://ncttc.charlton.vic.edu.au/
http://ncttc.charlton.vic.edu.au/
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au
https://www.skills.vic.gov.au/s/
https://www.skills.vic.gov.au/s/
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CSEF Funding 
 

Applications Have Been  
Extended 

 

Do You Have A  
 Health Care Card? 

 

Applications Must Be In By  
Friday, August 13  

to enable time for processing. 


