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IMPORTANT DATES 

Operation Christmas Child!! 
 

Year 9 Donald High students Hayley Cumming and Nathan Hepworth attended Gnurad 
Gundidj, the School for Student Leadership, throughout Term 2.  
 

As part of their pro-
gram at Gnurad Gun-
didj they have devel-
oped a Community 
Learning Project. This 
gives students the op-
portunity to give back 
and take on the re-
sponsibility of plan-
ning a project.  
 
This in turn builds life-
skills and aims to en-
courage students to 
become community 
leaders in the future. 
Read all about it on 
page 4. 

 

Nathan (far left) and Hayley (2nd  right) with some Gnurad Gundidj friends. 

September  

Wednesday 8 Gr 6/7 Online Parent Info Night/
Virtual Tour  

Thursday 9 Yr 9 Personal Development Day- 
postponed 

Friday 17 Last Day Term 3 

October  

Monday 4 Term 4 Begins 

Tuesday 5 GAT 

Face Masks  
With current Covid regulations, all 
students over 12 years of age are 
required to wear face masks both 
indoors and outdoors while at 
school.  
 

Students are reminded to bring their own face 
masks from home each day.  

No Lunch Orders-Yet! 
Despite the easing of some Covid 19  
restrictions, school lunch orders will 
not resume until all students are back 
at school. 
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From The Principal 

 

SCHOOL VALUES 

Respect, Responsibility, Resilience and Learning.  

Staff, students and parents are encouraged to ensure we all operate and conduct our 
business at school according to these core values that were established by various mem-
bers of our school community for the school community throughout the school review 
process in 2019. 

THANK YOU 

A big thank you to the staff, students and parents at Donald High School for their kind 
thoughts and wishes after my recent surgery. Your thoughts and care for my health are 
very much appreciated. A big thank you also to Mr. Cashin for stepping up as Acting Prin-
cipal and doing a fantastic job in my absence.  

STOP PRESS: COVID UPDATE AS AT 1.00PM WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 8             
It has been announced that Year 12 students are able to return to school this Fri-

day. This includes Year 11 students studying a Yr 12 subject, and Yr 11 and 12 
VCAL students. Year 7-11 students will continue with Remote Learning, and on-site 

supervision will still be catered for. 

UPDATE ON COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS   
I would like to thank everyone for their work in ensuring learning could continue in a Re-
mote Learning environment (Remote Learning 7.0) over the last few weeks for Regional 
Victoria and for generally adhering to the government's CovidSafe guidelines in your eve-
ryday practice - students, teachers, support staff and parents. 
 

The current restrictions will be in place until at least Thursday 23rd September unless 
Regional Victoria can have their restrictions eased (but this will be dependent on case 
numbers later this week in the regions). Schools will remain closed, with primary and 
secondary school students still in Remote Learning.  
 

It is important to note that students that can stay at home to work, should stay at home to 
work – except for vulnerable children and children of authorised workers. It is expected 
that all students will engage in learning and wellbeing checks again next week during Re-
mote Learning. Students are expected to check into their Xuno messages, emails and 
Webex classes by 8.50am each morning in preparation for the learning for each day.  
 

For students that do not have access to Information Technology at home, the school can 
loan laptop computers, tablets and wifi modems for student use with a $100 bond paya-
ble for insurance purposes.  
 

Following advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, all Victorian schools will move to 
Remote and Flexible Learning until at least the end of Term 3 at this stage. We also had 
a Mental Health / Catch Up Day for all Year 7 – 11 students not studying a Unit 3 / 4 VCE 
subject on Tuesday 7th September. All students working on site were involved in practical 
type sessions. We hope everyone was able to get off their screens for the vast majority 
of the day (students, parents and staff included), and that the idea of this type of day was 
well received and appreciated. 
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MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
During these difficult times where we are in and out of lockdown and dealing with this 
Pandemic, it is important for all of us to ensure we maintain our mental health and well-
being. If you are struggling with some issues, please talk to someone, a trusted friend, 
relative or colleague from work and seek professional help where necessary. 
 
 There are a number of Mental Health services people can access through their GP or 
via a brief phone call, including HeadSpace, Lifeline and the Kids HelpLine just to name 
a few. All Department of Education employees are also encouraged to utilise the ser-
vices of the Employee Assistance Program if you require it. Please look after yourselves 
and look out for each other!! 
 
NAPLAN RESULTS 
All schools throughout the country received their Naplan results from this year’s tests in 
May. The State of Victoria produced some pleasing results, with our State achiev-
ing the best results across the country. Our school also had some pleasing re-
sults both on an individual and cohort level. A number of students achieved certif-
icates of achievement and these will be awarded to all of these students at a cele-
bration assembly when students return to school.  
 
Based on learning growth in each of the areas tested – Reading, Writing, Spelling, 
Numeracy and Grammar& Punctuation, our Year 7 results were very good in all ar-
eas, with our Year 9 Numeracy results being quite good also.  
 
These results are very good considering most students have been in Remote 
Learning for a large portion of time of their education over the last 18 months. 
Some areas for improvement for the future include our results in Year 9 Reading, Year 9 
Writing, Year 9 Spelling and Year 9 Grammar & Punctuation and most of our emphasis 
will be on improving Writing and Spelling at Year 9, as these are the areas in most 
need of improvement. 
 
BUILDING WORKS 
We have recently had the windows on the Southern side of the roof in the West Wing re-
furbished and covered over with colourbond. Hopefully this will now stop any water leaks 
when we get any sort of substantial rain. Thanks to Ryan Leeder and Rhys Murray for 
their work on this project. It looks a lot better now.  
 
We have also had some plumbers here to fix the roof above the West entrance of the 
East Wing where it has been leaking in times of substantial rain. Some adjustments to 
areas of colourbond flashing and a few more screws has hopefully fixed this issue. 
 
INTERIM REPORTS 
All teachers are busy correcting work submitted from students and finalising grades for 
Interim Reports to be completed by the start of next week. All students are encouraged 
to get their work assessments into their teachers and get up to date prior to these marks 
being finalised. 
 

Mr Paul Aikman 
Principal 
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Operation Christmas Child!! (cont) 

 

Nathan and Hayley developed two ideas; one local and one 
global. The local project is to organise and run a ‘Clean Up 
Donald’ day, to be held on a weekend in either Spring or 
Summer and invite locals to take part in doing a tidy of our 
streets and roads around town. The second idea is to partici-
pate in ‘Operation Christmas Child’, whereby the organisa-
tion ‘Samaritans Purse’ supply shoeboxes, to be filled with 
presents and sent to children in third-world countries for their 
Christmas gifts. 
 
The Year 9 class were ready to go with the shoebox project when Lockdown hit. We have re-
ceived 75 shoeboxes, but haven’t been able to distribute them yet. The Donald Primary School 
are also getting involved in the project, taking 10 boxes to fill between their 5 classes at school. 
Postage is usually $10 per box; however, students ran the BBQ at the school aths sports, rais-
ing $330, which will pay for the postage of 33 boxes to be delivered to children all over the 
world. 
 
If you would like to participate and fill a shoebox for a child in a third-world country, you 
can now pick up a shoebox from the Donald High School office. Pamphlets and instruc-
tions are included in the boxes. These have suggestions for what you can include in 
your gift box. You can choose which age range and gender you’d like to give to as well. 
For more information, please feel free to visit the following website: 
https://samaritanspurse.org.au/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoebox/ 
 
Shoeboxes will be available for collection until the end of term (Friday 17

th
 September) and 

can be collected during school hours (8:30am-3:30pm). Please just jot your name down on 
the sheet next to the boxes so we know who has collected them and how many have been tak-
en. Shoeboxes should then be filled and returned by Friday 8

th
 October. We look forward to 

working together as a community to make children’s lives a little brighter in these challenging 
times. 

https://samaritanspurse.org.au/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoebox/
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 This Week In The Library 
 

Book-Face Competition for Book Week 
 

Entries due Thursday, September 7, 2021. 
 

Thank you to everyone who entered the Book-Face competition. Please feel free to 
vote on your favourite picture. 
 
Send the Number of your favourite picture to Mrs Russell via XUNO. It is restricted 
to one vote per person.   Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anyone wishing to borrow Library books is most welcome to contact 
me via Xuno and I can arrange delivery or pickup for you.  

Rhonda Russell 
Librarian 

2 4 

6 7 5 

3 1 

8 
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 Year 7 News  

Teachers have been busy finalising Term 3 Interim Reports and these will be available 
next Friday (Sept 17) via the Xuno platform. Feel free to contact the school if you 
have any queries or concerns about these reports.  
 
Thanks to all our parents who have supported our Year 7 students’ learning through-
out this term. We know that it has not been easy, but everyone has done their very 
best. You deserve to have a relaxing holiday. We hope that on-site classes for Year 7 
students will resume at the start of next term. 
 
We held a successful ‘virtual’ Parent/ Teacher interview session last week. Unfortu-
nately, the number of interview places were reduced to accommodate the Webex for-
mat and interview privacy. if you missed the opportunity to talk with your child’s 
teacher, please contact me regarding alternative arrangements. 
 

 

Karyn Goode Yr 7 Co-ordinator 
Home ph: 54971668   

Karyn.Goode@education.vic.gov.au 

Wanted: For Yr 7 & 8 Design Technology  
In Term 4, our Year 7 & 8 Design Technology students are 
undertaking an Engineering unit of work. We are chasing ce-
real boxes and toilet rolls for our projects. The perfect cereal 
box would be squashed flat along its folds and the perfect toi-
let rolls would still be round.  
Please start saving them for us from now on. Thanks 

Pfizer Vaccinations At 
Donald Family Clinic  

 

Donald Family Clinic have advised 
that from Tuesday September 7, 
they are expecting supplies of the 
Pfizer Covid 19 vaccination to be 

available for students from 16 to 18 years of age 
and adults up to 59 years of age.  
 
They will also be available for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander students and those on the 
NDIS from 12 years of age. The Clinic plan to 
conduct the vaccinations on Tuesday afternoons 
as required. 
 

Enquiries about booking timeslots should be 
made to the Clinic.  

54 971 100 
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This Thursday 9th September is RUOK? DAY.  The message 
this year is ‘Are they really OK? Ask them today’. Do you 
know how the people in your world are really going?  

Life’s ups and downs happen to all of us, so chances are 
someone you know might be struggling. Your genuine sup-
port can make a difference whatever they are facing, big or 
small.  

Don’t wait until someone is visibly distressed or in crisis. 
Make a moment meaningful and ask them how they’re really 
going.  

Are they really OK? Ask them today. Your conversation could change a life.  

NAPLAN RESULTS 
Year 9 and 7 students NAPLAN results are available at 
school now. They will be sent home with students when they 
return to school or alternatively parents may collect them if 
they need to attend onsite for any reason. 
 
We would like to congratulation our students in putting their best efforts into com-
pleting NAPLAN.  
 
A special congratulations goes to Year 9 students who received certificates for excel-
lent results or outstanding learning growth: Logan Geddes, Brady Griffiths, Glenn 
Pearse and Sophie Sarre for Numeracy, and Jacob Donnellon for Reading.  These cer-
tificates are a new initiative to encourage Year 9 students to do their best. 
 
Their certificates will be presented at a future celebration assembly. 
 
Next year Donald High School will be going to online NAPLAN. Year 7 & 9 students 
will be involved in some trial tests, next term, to enable the school to test its technical 
capabilities. 
 
Raeanne O'Shea 
NAPLAN Co-ordinator 
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CAREERS AND PATHWAYS 

Sue Clay  
Careers and Pathways 
Email: s.clay@ncllen.org.au 

YEAR 12 VTAC APPPLICATIONS 
Close 30th September 

 

YEAR 12 VTAC SEAS & SCHOLARSHIP APPPLICATIONS 
Close 8th October 

(Note: Statements of Support are guaranteed a review if they 
are submitted by Friday 17th September)  

 

Australian Catholic Uni (ACU) Access & Equity 
Scholarships  

Visit: www26.uac.edu.au/esapply/ 
 

EARLY ENTRY PROGRAMS 
 

Latrobe ASPIRE – Close Friday 17th September 
ACU Guarantee – Close Friday 24th September 

Deakin Early Entry – Close 30th September 
Federation Uni Early Entry – Close 3rd December  

 

RURAL CHANCES (TAFE/Apprenticeships)  
Open Now, Close October 25th 

www.youthrivevictoria.org.au/scholarships/rural-chances/ 

CASPer TEST  

Register for one of the following days to sit the test:  
Sep 17, 2021 - 10:00 AM AEST 
Oct 13, 2021 - 11:00 AM AEDT 

YOUTHRIVE  
RURAL CHANCES SCHOLARSHIPS 

 
There are at least 10 Rural Chances scholarships val-
ued at $5000 on offer to assist young people to move 
away from their hometown or to assist with extensive 
travel required to complete TAFE (Certificate III or 
above, including Apprenticeships) training qualifications. 
Additionally, there are at least 10 smaller scholarships of 
up to $2000 available for specific items to support train-
ing.  
To meet the eligibility criteria applicants will need to: 
Be 16-24 years of age 
Hold a current Centrelink health care card, or can pro-

vide evidence of significant financial hardship 
Identify a TAFE qualification (Certificate III or above) 

they would like to enrol in or are enrolled in OR an 
apprenticeship they would like to undertake 

Be planning to train in a skill area where there are skills 
shortages in rural/regional Victoria 

Be willing to have a mentor supporting their learning 
Be willing to be accountable for the scholarship funds 
Be willing to participate in publicity/promotional material 

and research. 
 

Applications for Rural Chances Scholarships are now 
open and close on October 18

th
 2021. 

 

To apply Visit: www.youthrivevictoria.org.au/scholarships/rural
-chances/ 

 
 

Study Assist Australia provides information for stu-
dents about Australian Government help for ter-

tiary study, including information about subsidised fees 
and government loans. 

 

Visit: www.studyassist.gov.au/ 

TERTIARY ACCESS PAYMENT 

 
Financial help for outer regional or remote students to help with 
the cost of moving for tertiary study. The Tertiary Access Pay-
ment is a payment of $5,000 paid in 2 instalments. It’s to help 
eligible students with the cost of moving to study. This is for 
study after you’ve finished year 12. TAFE students can claim 
the payment via Services Australia (Centrelink), University Stu-
dents can claim the payment directly through their university. 
 

To be eligible for the Tertiary Access Payment you need to 
meet some rules. These include: 
moving from an outer regional or remote area for tertiary study 

(moving at least 90 minutes from home via public transport)  
starting tertiary study directly after finishing year 12 (with no gap 

year) 
Studying a Certificate IV or above 
 

More information is available on the Services Australia 
(Centrelink) website: 

 

www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/tertiary-
access-payment 

 
Victorian Local Learning and Employment Networks 
(VicLLENs) and DET have teamed up to deliver a series of bite
-sized, Q&A style webinars, featuring employers and employ-
ees spanning across several different industries. You will have 
exposure to an insider’s perspective on what ‘a day in the life’ 
might look like across a variety of different workplaces.  
e.g., Engineer, Electrician, Student attraction officer, Arborist, 
Agronomist/Agriculture, Horticulturalist, Diesel Mechanic.  

Watch the 7 episodes here:  
https://llen.org.au/come-to-work-with-me/#watch-recording 

Apprenticeships/Traineeships 
 

 
Apprenticeships/traineeships (including School-based) can be 
found in a number of different ways. The main ways are 
through:- someone you know; work experience, an advertise-
ment on-line (Seek, Jora, Australian Job Search etc); the local 
papers; or registering via an employment agency.  
Utilise the following websites to view their current advertised 
vacancies: MEGT, Skill invest, and CVGT.  

www.megt.com.au/job-board 
www.skillinvest.com.au/jobs/ 

www.cvgt.com.au/ 
www.jobsearch.gov.au 

 

Studying a VET Subject at school is a fantastic way to learn 
some of the basic skills needed to help you get an apprentice-
ship - http://ncttc.charlton.vic.edu.au/ 
 

Year 12 Students could also consider undertaking a Pre-
apprenticeship in 2022. TAFE institutes offer Pre-
apprenticeships in a variety of trades. e.g., Federation Uni 
TAFE, Bendigo TAFE, Sunitafe etc – visit their websites for fur-
ther information. 

mailto:s.clay@ncllen.org.au
https://www26.uac.edu.au/esapply/
http://www.youthrivevictoria.org.au/scholarships/rural-chances/
http://www.youthrivevictoria.org.au/scholarships/rural-chances/
http://www.youthrivevictoria.org.au/scholarships/rural-chances/
http://www.studyassist.gov.au/
http://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/tertiary-access-payment
http://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/services/centrelink/tertiary-access-payment
http://bit.ly/vicllens-supports-vet-champions
https://llen.org.au/come-to-work-with-me/#watch-recording
http://www.megt.com.au/job-board
http://www.skillinvest.com.au/jobs/
http://www.cvgt.com.au/
http://www.jobsearch.gov.au
http://ncttc.charlton.vic.edu.au/
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Headspace are continuing 
to offer weekly peer led 
chats and monthly group 
chats throughout August 
and September.   
 
The chats are designed to 
bring young people, 
friends and family together 
to explore topics that are 
important to the communi-
ty.   
 
On the right is a flyer with 
the dates and times for the 
September chats.  The fly-
er will also be sent to par-
ents and students via 
Xuno, so that they can 
click directly on the links to 
access the resources they 
are interested in.  
 
Regards, 
The Wellbeing Team

Lost And Found 
Mrs Sheridan has been going through the ‘Lost 
and Found’ department (mostly Found)  and you 
would be amazed at the amount of stuff which 
has made its way to her. Very few items of cloth-
ing have names on them.  
     

When you are able, please come and get your 
gear. Pictured is a small selection. Some things 
may have been left at school after the Aths 
sports.  


