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IMPORTANT DATES 

Operation Christmas Child Complete! 
While spending the term at Gnurad Gundidj, one of the School for Student Leadership camps, Hayley 
Cumming and Nathan Hepworth devised a Community Learning Project (CLP for short). Hayley and 
Nathan’s CLP was to encourage the school community to participate in Samaritan Purse’s ‘Operation 
Christmas Child’. When they returned from the leadership camp, they encouraged the entire Year 9 
cohort to take on the CLP and work together to achieve it. This included sourcing shoeboxes from Sa-
maritan’s Purse, before encouraging all members of the school community to fill them with gifts for 
children in third-world countries. The Donald Primary School also got on board, taking 10 boxes to fill 
amongst the 5 classes at school. 

 

Students, staff and parents filled boxes at Donald 
High School. Together we filled a huge 61 boxes 
from the high school! This is a fantastic effort for 
the first time introducing the project! Nathan and 
Hayley counted up the boxes last week, before 
they were shipped off to the drop-off point in Hors-
ham. From Horsham our shoeboxes will be sent to 
Adelaide to be processed and packed into crates, 
before being sent all over the world to a variety of 
children in all different countries by Christmas 
Day. 
 

Hayley and Nathan, along with all the Donald High 
School Year 9s would like to thank all of the mem-
bers of the Donald community who went to the ef-
fort of filling the boxes. While we are incredibly 
thankful for everyone’s contribution, the real re-
ward will be on Christmas day, when 61 children 
who otherwise wouldn’t receive a Christmas gift 
will gather together and be gifted a shoebox filled 
with goodies from our Donald community. Thank 
you again! 

Ms Julie Bond 

November  

Friday 12 Yr 11 Study Day 

15-18 Yr 11 Exams 

Friday 19 Yr 12 Grad Dinner 

Monday 22 Yr 7 Vaccinations-Gardasil 

Face Masks Required 
With current Covid regulations, all 
students over 12 years of age are 
required to wear face masks both 
indoors and outdoors while at 
school.  
 

Students are reminded to bring their own face 
masks from home each day.  

Lunch Orders 
Please make sure that correct money is 
enclosed, or orders will not be filled. 
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From The Principal 

 

SCHOOL VALUES 

Respect, Responsibility, Resilience and Learning.  

Staff, students and parents are encouraged to ensure we all operate and conduct our business at 
school according to these core values that were established by various members of our school commu-
nity for the school community throughout the school review process in 2019. 

UPDATE ON COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS   
Under the new revised restrictions from 6.00pm on Friday 29

th
 October 2021, everyone is expected to 

wear masks inside, but not outside, except when eating and drinking or exercising vigorously, maintain 
social distancing, and regularly use hand sanitiser. Staff will also try and maintain naturally ventilated 
rooms inside the school by keeping doors and/or windows open during classes (weather permitting).  
 
Students who have had access to Information Technology at home that the school has loaned 
them, are asked to please return any laptop computers, tablets and/or wifi modems they have, 
and retrieve the $100 bond that was paid for insurance purposes for the laptops and wifi mo-
dems. Of course, if students still need this Information Technology at home, then please have a 
conversation with me regarding keeping these items. 
 
All students will continue to be supported by teachers and support staff with their learning and on their 
mental health and wellbeing throughout the rest of the school year. 
 
ENTRY TO SCHOOL PREMISES AND FUNCTIONS  
Under the Victorian Department of Education and State Government laws and guidelines, all 
staff and visitors must have had at least 1 Covid-19 vaccination to enter the school premises for 
any length of time. Under the current restrictions, all visitors must only be present to deliver 
items to the office or have an educational purpose to be on-site please.  
 
All parents are asked to refrain from coming onto the premises unless absolutely necessary 
please. In addition to this, all visitors that come onto the premises are asked to practice Covid-
Safe behaviours such as wearing a properly fitted face mask, hand sanitising, maintaining social 
distancing and adhering to the 1 person per 4 square metres density rule.  
 
All visitors must also QR code into the school or physically sign in via the visitors book and 
have their vaccination status approved by a member of staff (displayed on QR code sign in 
through the Service Victoria App. and provide a copy of their vaccination certificate on their 
phone or in hard copy). 
 
Please note that similar practices will be adopted for future school functions on or off-site under 
the Victorian Department of Education and State Government laws and guidelines. Non-
compliance to these rules and guidelines will result in the person(s) involved, being asked to 
leave the premises or school function, and being subject to prosecution by police. 
 
MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
During these difficult times where we are in and out of lockdown and dealing with varying restrictions 
with this Pandemic, it is important for all of us to ensure we maintain our mental health and wellbeing. If 
you are struggling with some issues, please talk to someone, a trusted friend, relative or colleague from 
work and seek professional help where necessary.  
 
There are a number of Mental Health services people can access through their GP or via a brief phone 
call, including HeadSpace, Lifeline and the Kids HelpLine just to name a few. If these services are diffi-
cult to access and your (or others) Mental Health is at a critical point, then access your nearest hospital 
emergency department for support. All Department of Education employees are also encouraged to uti-
lise the services of the Employee Assistance Program if you require it.  
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Year 7 News Term 4 
 

 

Second hand books for 2022 
Booklists for 2022 will soon be distributed. If you want to buy second hand books for Year 8, lists will be 
available outside the office where students can advertise books for sale. You are also able to advertise 
your child’s Year 7 books for sale through this system. Sometimes, private arrangements are made be-
tween families to swap books. Either way, the expenses are kept down because of this process. The 
arrangements are through parents, not through the school office.   
 
Homework   
Keep enquiring... Your children will have homework. Some of them are not spending enough time doing 
it and have found ‘unhealthy’ shortcuts. Challenge them to always do their best. Use that “tough love” 
and ask them to repeat the work if you think the final product is not good enough.  
 
 

 

Karyn Goode Yr 7 Co-ordinator 
Home ph: 54971668   

Karyn.Goode@education.vic.gov.au 

YEAR 12 STUDENTS EXAMS 
Our Year 12 VCE students commenced their exams last week, despite the slight hiccup of having to 
quarantine after most of our year 12’s visited a Tier 1 site in the week prior. These exams will continue 
through the early part of November, concluding for our students on Friday 12

th
 November. We wish the 

VCE students well for their exams and all of them well for the future. We also look forward to hopefully 
celebrating with them all later in the year at their Graduation dinner. 
 
SOME STAFFING NEWS FOR 2022 
The school recently appointed a new Maths Teacher for the start of 2022. With Tony Goode taking 
some leave and then retiring, we have appointed Mr. Curtis Desjardins to a full time Maths Teaching 
role for at least the next 2 years. Curtis has been teaching in Queensland for the past 18 months and 
comes to our school with some recent senior class teaching experience. We welcome Curtis and his 
wife to Donald High School from the start of 2022. 
 
We will also be looking at appointing a new Art Teacher on a 12 month contract in the upcoming weeks, 
as Ms. Julie Bond will be on family leave.  
 

Mr Paul Aikman 
Principal 

SMILE SQUAD DENTAL PACKS FOR STUDENTS 

Last week, many of our students received a Smile Squad dental pack. The pack 
includes all the tools your child needs for good oral health – a full sized tube of 

toothpaste, a toothbrush and a brochure full of helpful hints and tips for a healthy smile. 

Smile Squad is a Victorian Government program that provides free dental care to all primary, second-
ary and special school students enrolled in public schools across Victoria. For more information on the 
program you can visit the Smile Squad website at: www.smilesquad.vic.gov.au  

Why Smile Squad is important: In the 2019 State Budget, the Victorian Government pledged to fund 
the Smile Squad program, providing free dental care to all students enrolled in public schools across 
Victoria.  

Now might not be a suitable time for our school to have the Smile Squad vans on site, but a delivery of 
dental packs can provide our students with the tools they need for good long term oral health. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smilesquad.vic.gov.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7CPaul.Aikman%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cd8a81dec1ef748ea2a4008d9929c3335%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637702021844266950%7CUnknown%7CTWFp
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 From The Science Department 
 

Sweet DNA 
Due to the time spent off-site, the Year 10 Extension crew have only recently had their 
first on-site Science lesson. The Biology topic was introduced to them during remote 
learning, so what better way to welcome the Extension Scientists back to on-site Biology 
classes than with sweets.  
 
The student's revised the material they had studied during remote learning by creating a 
Deoxyribosenucleic acid (DNA) model out of lollies! 
 
Safe to say, we think they were pretty happy with their models and being able to con-
sume them afterwards! 

 

It's Electrifying! 
The Year 7's have been investigating static electricity, and to 
finish their Forces and Magnets units conducted some hair 
raising experiments, using the Van Der Graff generator. 
A Van de Graaff generator is an electrostatic unit which uses 
a moving belt to accumulate electric charge with a hollow 
metal globe on the top of an insulated column, creating very 
high electric potentials. Thanks to Mrs Godkin for joining in! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electric_potential
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CAREERS AND PATHWAYS 

Sue Clay  
Careers and Pathways 
Email: s.clay@ncllen.org.au 

Year 12 Student Reminders 
 

 
 

EARLY ENTRY PROGRAMS 
Federation Uni Early Entry – Close 3

rd
 December  

 

www.youthrivevictoria.org.au/scholarships/rural-chances/ 
 

CASPer TEST  

For all Teaching/Education Courses and the Bachelor of Nursing @ 
Victoria University.  

Nov 14, 2021 - 1:00 PM AEDT 

La Trobe | The Holsworth Biomedical Research Initiative 
Summer School  

(Current Year 11 Students) 

Monday 17
th

 January 11:00am - Wednesd2022, 3:00 pm 
La Trobe University Bendigo Campus 

Passionate about science or health? Want to learn 
more about what’s next after year 12? The brand new 
La Trobe Biomedical and Health Science Summer 
School is for you! 
Over three days attendees will live the university lifestyle, 
staying on campus in our dormitories, with individual 
sleeping quarters and shared bathrooms and kitchen. Stu-
dents will be encouraged to interact and learn from each 
other as much as possible, staying together for meals and 
activities. 
The school will be led by Dr. Donna Whelan, an interna-
tionally recognised scientist working on understanding 
DNA damage and genetic engineering using cutting-edge 
microscopy. Donna is passionate about communicating 
and enhancing scientific understanding and appreciation, 
as well as fostering the next generation of science stu-
dents, professionals, researchers, and anyone else with 
the requisite curiosity. 

For further information visit: 
www.latrobe.edu.au/events/all/science-and-health-

summer-school 

Monash | Campus Discovery Days 
 

 
Clayton: Monday 6 & Tuesday 7 December 2021 3:00pm - 

7:00pm 

Parkville: Wed. 8 December 2021 10:00am - 2:00pm 

Caulfield: Wed.  8 December 2021 4:00 pm-7:00pm 

Peninsula: Wed. 8 December 2021 4:00pm-7:00pm 

We’re opening our doors to senior secondary school stu-

dents so you can experience the best of our four Australi-

an campuses. Because you missed out on visiting us last 

year, we want to give you the first opportunity to discover 

exactly what it’s like to be a Monash student. 

You’ll take part in a curated tour, bringing you the best of 

our campus, facilities, students and staff. 

To Book Visit: www.monash.edu/open-day/
campus-discovery-days 

Accessing VCE Unit 3 & 4 Results and the 
ATAR 

 
Did you know that you need to register to access your Unit 
3 & 4 VCE Results and the ATAR (Year 12 students)? Re-

sults will be released on Thursday 16th December from 
7:00am. It's a good idea to register for this service early so 

that you are not delayed on the big day. 
 

Click below to register today: 
https://resultsandatar.vic.edu.au 

FREE video resources: 
Careers with STEM On Demand 

 
Looking for future-proof career inspiration? 

Stream Careers with STEM’s free job-specific webinars on 
YouTube to engage in fun, out-of-the-box study and ca-

reers research. Discover where STEM roles can lead 
and hear from real-world experts as they unpack what they 

do and how they got there. 

Visit: www.youtube.com/c/CareerswithSTEM?
mc_cid=6d9eecebd2&mc_eid=b48b3cfdf6 

Find your dream job! 
 

 
 

Not sure what to do when you grow up? Study, work, 
Grow have put together a stack of handy job spotlights so 

you can find all the details in the one place.  
 

Jobs include: 
 Life Guard, Aircraft Pilot, Psychologist, Mechanic, Logistics 

Manager + many more. 
 

Visit: 
https://studyworkgrow.com.au/job-spotlights/ 

mailto:s.clay@ncllen.org.au
http://www.youthrivevictoria.org.au/scholarships/rural-chances/
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/events/all/science-and-health-summer-school
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/events/all/science-and-health-summer-school
http://www.monash.edu/open-day/campus-discovery-days
http://www.monash.edu/open-day/campus-discovery-days
https://resultsandatar.vic.edu.au/?fbclid=IwAR2Pzywiy3NQHzmarOKd4yOH8_hgvtLvkIwubfLkHtcOb6BxvFUrCfi-RRk
https://refractionmedia.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a94faeb2b25d0f5015ca224ea&id=ace3159fcf&e=b48b3cfdf6
https://refractionmedia.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a94faeb2b25d0f5015ca224ea&id=ace3159fcf&e=b48b3cfdf6
http://www.youtube.com/c/CareerswithSTEM?mc_cid=6d9eecebd2&mc_eid=b48b3cfdf6
http://www.youtube.com/c/CareerswithSTEM?mc_cid=6d9eecebd2&mc_eid=b48b3cfdf6
https://studyworkgrow.com.au/job-spotlights/
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Thank You From Yr 7 & 8 Design Technology  
 

Thanks to all those who have delivered toilet rolls and cereal boxes for our 
Engineering unit this term. We now have sufficient quantities. 

A Friendly Reminder About Library Books 

After the lockdowns there are a large number of books 
that are overdue and need to be returned to the Library.  
Please check at home for any Donald High School Li-
brary books and return them as soon as possible. 

Rhonda Russell 
Librarian 

WIDE BRIMMED HATS 
MUST BE WORN  

OUTSIDE IN TERM 4 
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Buloke Magazine Cover Art Competition  

 "CONNECTEDNESS" 
 

The artwork can be a sculpture, drawing, painting, photography, textile,    
digital art OR MORE! Due by the 15th November 
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Round 3 of the Get Active Kids  
Voucher Program is now open. 

What’s new in Round 3? 
• The age eligibility has been expanded to include children aged 
0 – 18 (previously 4-18).  This will allow young children to access 
lifesaving to learn to swim programs and other programs to help 
develop fundamental movement skills. 
 
• Applicants can now apply for one voucher per child in each 
round of the Program (previously it was a limit of two vouchers per 
child across the four rounds). 
 
• Eligible expenditure dates will again be backdated to 1 January 
2021. 
 
• Applications close at 5pm on Tuesday 30 November 2021. 
 
Eligible expenditure dates in Round 3 are from 1 January 2021 – 
30 November 2021. 


