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Juggling The Balloons Of Life!

Pastoral care sessions are continuing in Term 4. Year 11 students are pictured during
their final session last Wednesday before starting their exams. The exercise involved
much laughter and quite a bit of noise, and was designed help the students prepare to
juggle the challenges of Year 12 and beyond.

IMPORTANT DATES

Lunch Orders

Please make sure that correct money is
enclosed, or orders will not be filled.

November
15-18

Yr 11 Exams

Friday 19

Yr 12 Grad Dinner

Face Masks Required

With current Covid regulations, all
students over 12 years of age are
required to wear face masks both
indoors and outdoors while at
school.
Students are reminded to bring their own face
masks from home each day.

Monday 22 Yr 7 Vaccinations-Gardasil
Wed 24

Donald Family Day– DHS

Monday 29 Yr 6 Induction Day DHS
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From The Principal
SCHOOL VALUES: Respect, Responsibility, Resilience and Learning.
Staff, students and parents are encouraged to ensure we all operate and conduct our business at
school according to these core values that were established by various members of our school community for the school community throughout the school review process in 2019.
YEAR 12 STUDENTS EXAMS
Our Year 12 VCE students recently completed their exams, which is pleasing, despite the slight hiccup
of having to quarantine after most of our year 12’s visited a Tier 1 site in the week prior to the English
exam. The exams concluded on Friday 12th November. We wish the VCE students well for the future.
We also look forward to celebrating with them all at their Graduation dinner on Friday 19 th November.
YEAR 11 EXAMS
Our Year 11 students have been completing their exams this week at school. All students had their English exam on Monday and their Maths exam on Tuesday, with other exams scattered throughout the rest
of this week. We wish all of the Year 11 students well for this important time. All of the Year 11 students
will be involved in Step Up week next week, where they will get to experience their Unit 3 / 4 subjects for
next year, and possibly get some Summer holiday homework.
SOME STAFFING NEWS FOR 2022
The school recently appointed a new Studio Arts & Art Teacher for the start of 2022. With Julie Bond
taking maternity and subsequent family leave, we have appointed Ms. Carmel Wild to a full time Studio
Arts & Art Teaching role for at least the next 2 years. Carmel has been teaching at Kyabram P-12 College for the past 2 years and comes to our school with recent senior class teaching experience and a
very enthusiastic and vibrant nature. We welcome Carmel and her family of 3 children (1 of whom will
be in Year 8 next year) to Donald High School from the start of 2022.
We have also recently confirmed the appointment of a new Maths Teacher to replace Tony Goode who
is taking some leave before his subsequent retirement. Mr. Kan Cheng will be working at Donald High
School from the start of 2022. Kan comes to us as a highly qualified professional, after having recent
experience working as an Academic Principal of an International School and working as a Maths lecturer and course writer for some of Victoria’s well known Universities. We will also welcome Kan, and his
wife and children to the Donald High School community from the start of next year.
We will also be looking at appointing a new Physical Education Teacher on a 12 month contract in the
upcoming weeks, as Jacob Werts has obtained a position at Ballarat Grammar School from the start of
2022.
PLANNING FOR 2022
Thank you to all staff on our Local Advisory Committee (L.A.C.) for their work last Friday 12 th November,
organising teaching allotments and extra duties for next year. The discussions held were very important
to the staffing profile for 2022 and their work and support is very much appreciated.
UPDATE ON COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS
Under the revised restrictions from 6.00pm on Friday 29 th October 2021, everyone is expected to wear
masks inside, but not outside, except when eating and drinking or exercising vigorously, maintain social
distancing, and regularly use hand sanitiser. Staff will also try and maintain naturally ventilated rooms
inside the school by keeping doors and/or windows open during classes (weather permitting).
Students who have had access to Information Technology at home that the school has loaned them, are
asked to please return any laptop computers, tablets and/or wifi modems they have and retrieve the
$100 bond that was paid for insurance purposes for the laptops and wifi modems. Of course, if students
still need this Information Technology at home, then please have a conversation with me regarding
keeping these items.
All students will continue to be supported by teachers and support staff with their learning and on their
mental health and wellbeing throughout the rest of the school year.
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ENTRY TO SCHOOL PREMISES AND FUNCTIONS
Under the Victorian Department of Education and State Government laws and guidelines, all
staff and visitors must have had at least 1 Covid-19 vaccination to enter the school premises for
any length of time.
Under the current restrictions, all visitors must only be present to deliver items to the office or
have an educational purpose to be on-site.
All parents/guardians are asked to refrain from coming onto the premises unless absolutely necessary. In addition to this, all visitors who come onto the premises are asked to practice CovidSafe behaviours such as wearing a properly fitted face mask, hand sanitising, maintaining social
distancing and adhering to the 1 person per 4 square metres density rule.
All visitors must also QR code into the school or physically sign in via the visitors book and
have their vaccination status approved by a member of staff (displayed on QR code sign in
through the Service Victoria App. or provide a copy of their vaccination certificate on their
phone or in hard copy).
Please note that similar practices will be adopted for future school functions on or off-site under
the Victorian Department of Education and State Government laws and guidelines. Noncompliance to these rules and guidelines will result in the person(s) involved, being asked to
leave the premises or school function, and being subject to prosecution by police.
MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING
During these difficult times where we are in and out of lockdown and dealing with varying restrictions
with this Pandemic, it is important for all of us to ensure we maintain our mental health and wellbeing. If
you are struggling with some issues, please talk to someone, a trusted friend, relative or colleague from
work and seek professional help where necessary.
There are a number of Mental Health services people can access through their GP or via a brief phone
call, including HeadSpace, Lifeline and the Kids HelpLine just to name a few. If these services are difficult to access and your (or others) Mental Health is at a critical point, then access your nearest hospital
emergency department for support. All Department of Education employees are also encouraged to utilise the services of the Employee Assistance Program if you require it.

Mr Paul Aikman
Principal

From The Science Lab

Year 8 students have been busy designing their own experiment in teams around the
concept of corrosion. Students had to work as a team to plan and create a valid experiment to investigate rates of reaction specific to corrosion.

3

This Week In The Library
A reminder to all students as you finish up for the year: Please return
any borrowed books to the Library as soon as possible, including text
books.

New Books In The Library
Exploding Endings: Painted Dogs and Doom Cakes by Tim Harris
A funny collection of short stories where you will never pick the endings.
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander

Josh and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the court. Basketball has always been
part of their life. However, they soon come to realise that breaking the rules on or off the
court comes at a terrible price.
The Chaos Of Now by Erin Lange
The hackers said they just wanted justice– payback to the bullies. But something that
started out as a bit of fun soon spirals out of control and Eli is about to find out the difference between justice and vengeance.

Rhonda Russell
Librarian

Year 7 News Term 4
End of Year Assessment
Teachers are currently finalising assessments in readiness to write the final reports for 2021. There
may be more tests, or major assignments and other assessments due. You might find that your
child is under more pressure, so monitor how they are going. Help them by prompting, reminding
and looking at their diary.
Students are reminded to strive to complete their best possible work, rather than handing in rushed
homework or assessment tasks. It is not the end of the school year yet.
Booklists
Booklists been handed out to all Year 7 students going into Year 8. These are pink if you need to
go searching for them. If you cannot locate these, I can organise spare copies. These are to be returned by Monday November 22. Just a reminder, that if you want to access second hand books,
there are lists outside the office of books for sale by other students.
Donald Family Day
Just a reminder that RSVP’s are now overdue for the Donald Family Day on November
24th. We need to know ASAP for catering.
Karyn Goode Yr 7 Co-ordinator
Home ph: 54971668
Karyn.Goode@education.vic.gov.au
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All Abilities Tennis Returns At Last!

Last Wednesday, Year 8A and some Year 11 students conducted the first session of the
All Abilities Tennis program, held at the Donald courts. The sessions will continue
for the next few weeks. As the weather wasn’t so great last week, the participants
were able to use the indoor table tennis facilities at the tennis club as well as the tennis courts outdoors.
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Year 9 Personal Development Day
Year 9 students recently gathered at the Donald Community Precinct for a day around team building,
risk taking, resilience, diversity, mindfulness, health and fitness. Covid restrictions meant that we could
not have most of our guest speakers attend face to face but we were still able to link up with them
online. Thank you to Woods St Cafe for the delicious muffins, and Mel & Co Cookies for some very
cool treats.
Stress balls
The day began with all students making their own stress balls. This was a fun, albeit messy activity to
start the day, with just as much flour being spilled on the table as there was making it into the balloons.
Some found it easy whilst it proved more difficult for others.
Spinchat
Joel De Monk spoke about risk taking and resilience. Wheelchair bound, he had an interesting story,
sharing his life experiences - both of the accident and his daily life, and everyone seemed very engaged
and asked some great questions. Everyone was really delighted in seeing his wheelchair (it was pretty
high tech).
Butterfly
Rachel Soderstrom from the Butterfly Foundation gave a quick talk on the relationship between body
image, food and exercise. She also shared her own story of having recovered from an eating disorder
herself during her teen and early adult years.
Headspace
Unfortunately, Headspace was unable to attend. Given two hours notice, Miss O’Brien demonstrated
adaptability, resilience, and great problem solving skills. The session was based around the RRRR Respectful Relationship programs with students working as teams, sharing their knowledge, getting outside their comfort zone and demonstrating empathy towards others.
HEY Diversity
Maree and Andi introduced the students to an idea that gender identity and sexuality is like a spectrum.
Andi spoke about their high school experience and that surrounding yourself with people who support
and care for you is important, and that the most important thing is that you feel safe.
Balance
The last activity for the day was a balance exercise class run by Mandy Wells, which displayed a rather
varied and interesting degree of flexibility among students. It consisted of a combination of yoga, pilates and tai chi movement, followed by a nice relaxing guided meditation to finish the class.

A great day was had by all and the students enjoyed having a day outside the classroom setting.
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CAREERS AND PATHWAYS
Year 12 Student Reminders

VCE RESULTS

https://events.federation.edu.au/home
Engineering: Ask me anything Session

VTAC First Round Course Offers

As an engineering graduate you'll experience well-paid opportunities world-wide that will improve and amplify human capabilities, making people's lives safer and easier. Join us to
learn about undergraduate and graduate study options in civil,
electrical and information, mechanical, mining, mechatronics
and robotics, project management, renewable energy,
maintenance management, mining OH&S as well as community energy and micro-grid. Receive answers to all your questions during our live ask me anything session covering undergraduate programs from 5:30pm to 6pm, followed by graduate programs from 6pm to 6:30pm.

Thursday 16th December
https://resultsandatar.vic.edu.au
14th January 2022
EARLY ENTRY PROGRAMS
Federation Uni– Close 3rd December

Bendigo Campus Talk & Tours
Monday 22nd November – Friday 26th November
Campus Talk and Tours are back! Don’t miss this early
opportunity to explore what the Bendigo campus has to
offer.
To view the Course days/times and/or to Register visit:

Photography Studies College - Melbourne
“Schoolies” Photography Workshops

www.latrobe.edu.au/events/all/bendigo-campus-talk-and-tours

Bundoora Campus Tours
Mon 6th December - Thurs 9 December 10am-4pm
Tours will run daily from the 6th to 9th of December at our
Melbourne Campus. Be shown around by a student ambassador and see the facilities you’ll be studying in.
Tours are offered across all disciplines including:
Allied Health & Exercise Science, Nursing and Psychology
Law and Business, Science, IT and Engineering
Arts and Education
Find out more:

es. 30 November 10am-Thurs. 9 December 4pm
Free Workshops for Year 10-12 Students
Workshop 1 – Develop a Style
Tuesday 30th November, 10am – 1pm
Unleash your creativity! Together we’ll explore Australian
contemporary photography. You’ll choose a photograph and
then experiment with shooting in the same style. A practical
immersive learning experience. Bring your camera and/or
camera phone and be ready to have some fun!
Workshop 2 – Street Photography
Thursday 2nd December, 10am – 1pm
Explore South Melbourne and the surrounding area and be
ready to capture chance encounters and random incidents
within these public places. Bring your camera and/or camera phone and be ready to hit the streets!
Workshop 3 – Portraiture
Thursday 9th December: 2pm – 4pm
Go behind the scenes and learn how a professional portrait
photographer works in a studio. Bring your camera and/or
camera phone and be ready to shoot!
Find out more: http://explore.psc.edu.au/psc-schooliesphotography-workshop

www.latrobe.edu.au/events/all/melbourne-campus-tours

Monash | Campus Discovery Days

Clayton: Monday 6 December 2021 3:00pm-Tuesday 7
December 2021 7:00pm
Parkville: Wed. 8 December 2021 10:00am - 2:00pm
Caulfield: Wed. 8 December 2021 4:00 pm-7:00pm
Peninsula: Wed. 8 December 2021 4:00pm-7:00pm
We’re opening our doors to senior secondary school students so you can experience the best of our four Australian
campuses..
You’ll take part in a curated tour, bringing you the best of
our campus, facilities, students and staff.
Find out more: www.monash.edu/open-day/campusdiscovery-days

The Good Careers Guide is a multi-platform resource for
students and jobseekers commencing their career journey.
Featuring more than 500 job descriptions, users can explore
occupations based on their interests and traits and learn
more about each job’s skill and training requirements, employment outcomes and related jobs. Each career also links
to relevant courses and education providers.
Visit: www.goodcareersguide.com.au

Accessing VCE Unit 3 & 4 Results and the ATAR

Did you know that you need to register to access your VCE
Results (Unit 3 & 4 Studies only) and the ATAR (Year 12
students)

Sue Clay
Careers and Pathways
Email: s.clay@ncllen.org.au

Click below to register today:
https://resultsandatar.vic.edu.au
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Year 7 TED—And The Winner Is…..

In Year 7 TED (Technology, Engineering and Design) we have been
learning about and using Canva which is a graphic design website
or app. Canva is used to create our end of year school magazine
"The Buloke Magazine".
At the end of the unit of work, a challenge was set, to see who could
design the most professional, creative Year 7 page to be featured as
the Year 7 page in this year's magazine publication. The winner
(chosen by Mrs Beckham who oversees the creation of the magazine), was Judd Geddes. Congratulations Judd!
Mrs Kim Griffiths
Year 7 TED teacher
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Donald JUNIOR and WOMENS Basketball
Registrations are now open!! Please check the Donald Basketball Team app
and Facebook page for details and links to register and to make payments.
JUNIORS:- (Fees $80, including $20 shirt hire of which $10 will be returned with return
of shirt by Grand Final night).
WOMEN:- (Fees $100).
You must register before you play, season commencing 22nd November!
Teams and draws will be posted on the Team App. All information during the season will
be on here. Information will also be on this Donald Basketball Facebook page.
A reminder that BLACK shorts are to be worn while playing- NO pockets.
Current COVID-19 guidelines will be enforced while at the stadium, including check in
and sanitising on arrival and current mask rules.
For any registration or general queries, contact Kath Campbell on 0408 178 187 or
Emma Burke on 0428 978 244.
We are still needing players for the MENS competition! (Born 2005 and before).
Please contact Kath or Emma ASAP!!

Warrack Electrical

is seeking to employ a Full Time

Electrical Apprentice

Based in Warracknabeal and surrounds
Applicants must be hardworking, reliable and ready to commit to a 4 year
apprenticeship. This position will suit
someone who has a strong work ethic,
a positive attitude and is willing to
work in a team environment.
For further details please phone
Meg Werner: 0417 567 500
Please forward CV including
two referees to
warrackelec@gmail.com
Applications close:
Friday 3rd December
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Important Reminder

Please be aware that wide-brimmed hats must be worn in the school
yard, and remember to apply sunscreen regularly.
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